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SERMON. 


MATTHEW  vi.  10. 

THY   KINGDOM   COME.       THY  WILL  BE   DONE. 

It  is  a  manifest  and  prominent  part  of  the  Divine 
arrangements,  that  man  shall  be  invested  with  great 
power.  He  loves  the  possession  dearly.  It  is  the 
command  of  God,  however,  that  he  hold  all  this 
efficiency  in  subserviency  to  the  divine  will ;  not  in 
fee-simple,  but  in  the  way  of  tenantry  or  trustee- 
ship ;  not  in  the  character  of  principal,  but  in  that 
of  agent.  But  this  does  not  satisfy  him.  Man 
desires  intensely  to  hold  power  in  his  own  inde- 
pendent right ;  he  claims  persistently  and  most  res- 
olutely to  employ  it  according  to  his  own  simple 
will,  irrespective  of  God,  Law  or  Gospel.  He  goes 
a  step  farther.  Moved  by  feelings  of  decided  revolt 
at  the  idea  of  acting  under  a  superior,  in  subservi- 
ency to  a  foreign  will,  he  deeply  and  actively  repu- 
diates divine  direction  and  supervision. 

But  man,  uncontrolled  and  undirected  of  Heaven, 
is  a  very  incompetent  and  unsafe  depositary  of 
powTer.  He  uses  it  carelessly,  extravagantly,  vic- 
iously. He  permits  it  to  injure  and  destroy  him- 
self— to  break  loose   from  his  hand,  and  carry  ruin 
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to  his  neighbors.  He  uses  it  often,  directly  and  of 
design,  in  scattering  arrows,  firebrands  and  death. 

In  this  condition  of  things,  Christianity  interferes. 
Its  spirit  is  in  the  prayer,  "  Thy  kingdom  come." 
Thy  kingdom  come.  Let  other  rule  cease  ;  let 
man  give  place,  obey;  let  the  Lord  reign.  "Thy 
tvill  be  done."  It  would  have  all  power  used  under 
God's  sovereign  wish  and  wisdom. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  here  is  no  proposal  on 
the  part  of  Christianity  to  dispossess  mankind  of 
their  efficiency ;  none  to  narrow,  to  neutralize,  to 
obstruct  it  in  the  least  degree.  The  generic  pur- 
pose is  to  induce  men,  as  acting  stewards,  to  hold 
and  employ  whatever  forces  are  lodged  with  them, 
cordially,  according  to  the  judgment  and  direction 
of  the  Great  Owner. 

The  tendency  and  competency  of  Christianity  to 
this  consummation,  viz.,  The  proffer,  as  a  free-will 
offering,  of  all  human  power  to  the  hand  and  will  of 
the  Deity,  is  the  subject  of  the  present  observations. 

I.  Power  is  physical,  mental,  and  moral.  Under 
the  first,  the  physical,  must  be  included  muscular 
force,  and  the  agencies  of  nature  as  simple  instru- 
ments of  that  force.  The  submission  of  both  these 
to  the  direction  and  use  of  the  Deity,  Christianity 
enjoins,  on  the  simple  principle  of  a  divine  right 
and  ownership  by  virtue  of  creation. 

Whatever  is  in  the  heavens  above,  in  the  earth 
beneath,  in  the  waters  under  the  earth,  because  the 
work  of  the  Almighty  hand,  the  Scriptures  claim  to 
be  all  God's  own.  Saith  the  Psalm  :  "  The  sea  is 
his,  and  he  made  it ;  the  strength  of  the  hills  is  his 


also,  and  his  hand  formed  the  dry  land."  Saith 
another  Psalm  :  "  All  that  is  in  the  heaven  and  in 
the  earth  is  thine,  for  in  wisdom  hast  thou  made 
them  all."  The  whole  Scripture,  on  this  basis  of 
creation  and  ownership,  admitting  neither  limitation 
nor  exception,  requires  all  physical  power  to  bow 
the  knee  to  God.  Wherever  Christianity  goes,  and 
lodges  its  principles  and  leaves  its  transformations, 
this  is  done.  The  submission  of  the  physical  ener- 
gies, animate  and  inanimate,  to  God's  direction  and 
employment,  involves  several  important  effects. 

It  rescues  a  lar^e  amount  of  force  from  idleness. 
In  the  absence  of  religious  motive  and  responsibility 
quite  one  half,  in  some  districts  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion, of  the  muscular  capacity  of  mankind,  lies  in 
lethargic  sleep.  This  leaves  nearly  all  the  inani- 
mate agents  motionless  in  their  native  abodes. 
Christianity  unconditionally  forbids  and  loathes  all 
listless  laziness,  tts  ordination  is,  that  everything 
work  positively— not  breathe  simply,  but  work ! 
Not  move  barely — work- — have  something  to  do, 
and  be  doing  it  wide  awake.  It  encourages 
not  one  current  to  stagnate  ;  not  one  particle 
of  light  or  electric  spark  to  hide  itself  for  quiet ; 
not  one  muscular  fibre  nor  pulse  of  life  to  stop ; 
not  one  elemental  atom  of  the  material  universe 
to  be  still.  Pauses  in  Christian  arrangements  are 
only  apparent.  As  winter  months  hoard  for  vernal 
luxuriance,  so  these  intervals  assist  a  concealed 
gathering  of  forces  for  an  outburst  of  mightier 
activities.  Christianity  makes  a  first  and  special 
requisition  upon  all  latent  and  inactive  muscular 
force  ;   then   through   this,  upon   all   the    powers  of 
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nature  which  lie  in  useless  repose.  Abjuring  the 
reserving  at  rest  any  one  efficiency  which  can  bless 
humanity,  it.  calls  all  power  out  upon  the  surface  of 
society  ;  renders  it  instinct  with  action  and  vigor ; 
sets  it  to  drive  the  good  purposes  of  life. 

The  submission  of  physical  power  to  the  Deity 
by  Christianity,  involves  the  rescue  of  another  large 
portion  of  it  from  debilities  induced  by  vice.  As 
the  hot  breath  of  the  desert  to  vegetation,  is  wicked 
passion  to  bodily  energies.  Sinful  indulgence  steals 
accomplishment  out  of  the  strongest  frame,  as  surely 
as  a  consumption.  The  amount  of  physical  vigor 
eaten  up  and  smothered  by  bad  propensities  and  evil 
conduct,  is  truly  immense.  Arithmetic  is  abashed 
at  any  attempt  at  calculation.  Christianity  is  un- 
compromising interdiction,  is  death  upon  these 
exhausting  sins.  It  brings  muscular  power  to  God 
fresh,  vital,  vigorous,  growing,  well  tasked,  well 
directed.  Then,  through  the  use  of  this,  presents 
to  Him  giant  nature  with  her  vaster  power.  Chris- 
tianity would  blush  to  her  heart,  to  present  physical 
forces  to  Heaven  halt  and  maimed  and  blind  and 
palsied  and  dumb  and  possessed  with  devils.  It 
makes  them  whole,  of  whatever  disease  is  gnawing 
and  wasting  them.  Then,  thus  made  healthy  and 
powerful,  lays  them  over  into  the  divine  Hand  to  do 
many  mighty  works, 

Physical  power,  also,  in  the  process  of  being 
placed  by  Christianity  at  the  disposal  of  the  divine 
will,  is  rescued  from  pernicious  and  fatal  uses. 
Human  activities,  not  evangelically  imbued  and 
directed,  are  driving  many  reckless  and  destructive 
operations.      Among  these  are  scandalous  and  infidel 


publications  ;  brewing,  distilling,  incendiarism,  bur- 
glaries, assassinations,  duelings,  war,  with  its  fath- 
omless vortex  engorging  commerce,  harvests,  cities, 
lives  by  millions.     Physical   power  devoted  to  such 
depraved  purposes,   makes   many  a   fair  territory  a 
blighted  desolation,  a  scene  of  pollution,  widowhood, 
orphanage,  tears — a  general  Golgotha.     Christianity, 
in   committing  into  the  hand  of  Heaven   muscular 
and  natural  agencies,  first  redeems  them  altogether 
from   this  work  of  ruin.     God   has  no   wrong  nor 
outrage,  nor  homicides,  nor  parricides,  nor  robberies, 
nor    any  sort   of   death-doings    to   be    perpetrated. 
Christianity  withdraws  physical  power  from  all  these 
abominable  works  and  ways  ;   wrests  from  its  hand 
the  sword,  and  revolver,  and  bowie  knife,  and  fire- 
brand, and  false  key,  and  dark  lantern,  and  artil- 
lery, and  powder  magazine,  and  war-ship.     It  is  a 
blessed,  conservative  work,  which  Christianity  has 
to  do  among  the  physical  forces  of  the  world. 

An  additional  effect  of  the  submission  of  physical 
power  by  Christianity  to  the  divine  direction  is, 
that  it  will  be  appropriated  largely  to  social  benefits. 
Being  itself  devoted  to  such  benefits,  religion  does 
not  think  a  moment  of  any  other  employment  for 
muscular  and  inanimate  forces.  It  proposes  and 
provides,  therefore,  that  these  forces  be  set  apart 
exclusively,  as  instrumentality  to  multiply  in  human 
society  all  solid  advantages  ;  to  rear  everything 
which  ought  to  be  built ;  to  plant  everything  which 
ought  to  grow  ;  to  drive  every  enterprise  that  bears 
a  good  embellishment  or  a  sound  blessing.  There 
are,  it  is  true,  many  physical  activities  and  advan- 
tages  and    advancements  not  traceable  directly  to 
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religion  ;  but  wherever  under  divine  supervision, 
physical  power  is  assisting  to  work  out  social  ame- 
liorations ;  the  activities,  advantages,  and  advance- 
ments are  very  unusual  and  superior.  The  indus- 
trious economy,  the  excellent  tillage,  the  abounding 
harvests,  the  growing  wealth,  the  multiplied  villages, 
the  rising  marts  of  trade,  the  extended  and 
extending  railways,  canals,  telegraphic  wires,  the 
new  bridges  and  improved  harbors,  the  perfected 
transportation,  the  opened  mines,  the  thrifty  manu- 
factures, the  secular  and  religious  presses,  the 
commodious  churches  and  eleemosynary  structures, 
— all  these  prosperous  conditions  and  arrangements, 
under  divinely  directed  physical  forces,  are  ages  in 
advance  of  those  of  unchristianized  countries.  Let 
the  muscular  and  inanimate  powers  producing  this 
stirring  social  thrift,  these  moral  appliances,  change 
masters  and  pass  out  from  divine  counsels,  and 
there  will  come  up  over  the  scene,  inevitably,  a 
disastrous  reverse ;  a  general  hesitation,  irregularity, 
paralysis,  confusion,  as  when  a  pestilence  has 
affrighted  and  ravaged  a  community. 

Physical  power,  directed  of  God,  standing  imme- 
diately antecedent  to  the  best  outward  activities, 
becomes  an  excellent  and  rich  provider  of  outward 
social  improvements. 

It  is  another  happy  result  of  the  submission  of 
physical  power  to  divine  direction,  that  it  becomes 
eminently  safe.  Notwithstanding  the  number  and 
variety  of  its  applications,  and  the  magnitude  of  its 
largest  services,  there  is  an  attendant  security, 
which  is  quite  remarkable  in  this  world  of  adven- 
ture, of  jeopardy,  of  disaster. 
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This  outward  force  is  made  manageable  and 
un harming,  when  divinely  subjugated,  first,  by  being 
exempted  from  the  influence  of  headlong  passsion  ; 
secondly,  by  means  of  its  deference  to  God's  injunc- 
tions. This  exemption  and  this  deference  united 
are  competent  to  insure  complete  safety  to  all  the 
action  of  the  entire  material  world.  While  this 
remains  a  scene  of  sin  and  imperfection,  however, 
there  may  be  ever  expected,  in  the  use  of  great 
forces  occasionally  as  exceptions,  sad  casualties, 
violent  deaths,  wasting  mischiefs,  which  no  human 
sagacity  will  foresee,  no  finite  providence  forestall. 
But  let  physical  power,  inanimate  and  muscular,  be 
all  prepared  and  used  strictly  according  to  God's 
modes  and  principles,  as  it  will  be  when  committed 
to  him  by  Christianity  ;  let  every  child  and  man, 
who  puts  power  to  use,  or  orders  it  put  to  use,  or 
enjoys  its  use — -even  every  miner,  assayer  of  ores 
and  metals,  iron-founder,  ship  and  bridge  builder, 
and  mill-wright ;  every  coast-surveyor,  chart-maker, 
railway-oonstructer,  car-manufacturer,  engine  and 
machine  maker ;  every  coach-driver,  lamp-lighter, 
switch-tender,  gate  and  bridge  watcher,  signal- 
bearer,  breakman,  baggage-master,  engineer,  clerk, 
pilot,  conductor,  stockholder,  freighter,  passenger, 
director,  telegrapher, — let  all  these  act  and  labor  as 
God  directs  ;  let  them  do  it  intelligently  and  consci- 
entiously, obedient  to  full  principles  of  temperance, 
to  a  just  love  and  value  of  life,  of  property,  of  all 
human  rights,  —  and  crimes  and  mischiefs  and 
destructions  will  become  uncommon  occurrences  ; 
general  safety  will  reign. 

This  consideration  of  safety  is  one  of  vast  impor- 
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taoce,  when  we  take  into  view  the  immense  amount 
of  physical  power  already  at  hand,  and  the  still 
vaster  amount  capable  of  being  yet  evolved  and 
brought  to  hand.  The  agencies  of  nature  lie  every 
where  in  rich  stores,  restless  to  come  abroad  when- 
ever human  skill  shall  turn  the  key  to  their  dwell- 
ing-place ;  anxious  to  obey,  the  moment  man  has 
learned  how  to  command.  Nature  shrinks  from  no 
work,  of  whatever  magnitude,  but  her  own  destruc- 
tion ;  stands  ready  to  every  service  which  man 
needs  to  have  performed  for  him. 

Natural  forces  are  mighty  to  evil  as  well  as  to 
such  good.  Under  the  careless,  heated,  daring 
depravities  of  men,  they  lay  waste  in  manners  and 
measures  most  appalling  and  irresistible.  Winds 
drive  cargoes  of  life  and  wealth  upon  rocks  and 
quicksands.  Property  untold,  and  bodies  unnum- 
bered, are  laid  down  in  the  deep.  Gunpowder 
explodes  and  makes  a  general  destruction  ;  steam 
bursts  its  bands,  and  men  are  burned  and  mutilated 
and  submerged  and  killed  by  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands. Goods  and  chattels  are  wasted  by  it  w7ith 
still  greater  recklessness  and  profusion. 

That  portion  of  physical  power  found  in  man's 
muscular  organization,  seems  feeble  compared  with 
other  animate  forces,  and  scarcely  appreciable  com- 
pared with  the  available  inanimate  agency  already 
referred  to.  But  even  this  is  capable  of  truly 
amazing  achievements.  If  we  could  gather  before 
us  into  one  view,  all  the  changes  wrought  in  a  com- 
munity by  human  hands  in  a  single  day ;  if,  the 
whole  being  present,  we  could  observe  each  man  as 
he  plied  his  labor,  and  worked  out  his  results — could 
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see  each  muscle  of  the  whole  population,  as  it  con- 
tracted, and  wrought,  and  laid  down  its  handi- 
work— we  should  be  filled  with  astonishment  at  the 
immense  amount  of  physical  exertion  and  produc- 
tion. The  muscular  power  of  mankind,  collected 
into  one  accumulation,  could  carry  the  immensest 
cities  from  side  to  side  of  a  continent.  It  could 
take  up  islands  and  clusters  of  islands,  and  drop 
them  into  a  neighboring  sea. 

Muscular  power,  armed  for  mischief,  we  have 
seen  can  desolate  families,  inflict  crushing  servitudes, 
destroy  property  and  life,  cover  the  face  of  society 
with  blight  and  wretchedness.  This  power  of  man, 
so  mighty  an  efficiency  when  exerted  alone  and 
unassisted,  becomes,  when  associated  with  the  agents 
of  nature,  nearly  an  omnipotence.  Certainly  these 
united  agencies,  the  muscular  and  the  natural,  are 
too  powerful  to  be  intrusted  for  direction  to  any 
other  but  the  one  wise  God. 

As  was  just  now  suggested,  it  is  a  matter  of 
incalculable  interest  to  us  that  Christianity,  in  com- 
mitting to  the  guidance  of  Heaven  these  powers,  so 
full  of  blessings  and  destructions,  has  placed  them 
all  under  needed  bands  and  limitations,  where  they 
are  as  peaceful  and  uninjuring  as  submissive  infancy. 
Subjected  to  the  divine  goodness  and  care  and  con- 
trol, physical  power  might,  without  danger,  be 
more  heavily  drawTn  upon  and  used.  Let  man  open 
deeper  into  nature's  ample  treasury,  and  open  out  a 
hundred  times,  a  thousand  times  the  efficiencies  ever 
before  appropriated  to  the  services  of  human  life  ; 
let  him  fasten  her  powers  to  any  number  of  indus- 
trial operations  ;  let  him  make  her  drive  his  spindles, 
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and  shuttles,  and  drills,  and  trip-hammers,  and  ships, 
and  cars,  and  founderies,  at  more  dizzy  and  rapid 
rates  ;  let  men's  muscular  energies,  through  mechan- 
ical assistances,  be  so  multiplied  that  a  single  man 
may  perform  the  labor  of  hundreds,  and  a  single 
generation  effect  results  equal  to  those  of  all  the 
previous  generations  of  the  world.  Let  physical 
power,  in  all  its  forms  and  in  all  its  uses,  be  multiplied 
and  hastened  to  every  conceivable  extent ; — if  the 
whole  be  committed  to  the  direction  of  divine  prin- 
ciples, mischiefs  and  deaths  need  not  be  feared.  In 
these  augmented  measures,  no  doubt  the  physical 
will  one  day  be  developed  and  used,  and  its  accom- 
plishments out-rival  all  our  present  anticipations  and 
hopes.  And  God  will  be  there  to  make  his  own 
gift  of  power  to  men,  so  long  as  it  is  employed 
according  to  his  injunctions,  a  secure  almoner  of 
munificent  benefits,  an  unharming  aid  to  grand  social 
advancements. 

Placed  then,  though  we  are,  in  a  great  philosophic 
theatre  and  laboratory  of  steam  and  electricity,  and 
propulsions  and  attractions,  and  evolutions  and  com- 
binations ;  placed,  though  we  are,  amid  mighty  and 
immeasurable  energies,  yet  the  wisdom  and  control 
of  heaven  being  also  there,  as  introduced  by  Chris- 
tianity, we  may  labor  and  rest,  abide  at  home  and 
travel  abroad,  push  active  enterprises,  speed  the 
freights  of  benevolence,  pursue  intellectual  inquiries, 
all  in  the  most  delightful  and  confiding  security. 

Physical  powers  uncontrolled,  are  like  winds  and 
waters  and  fires  broken  loose — most  irresistible  and 
terrific !  Physical  powers,  detained  within  their 
own  proper  Christian  boundaries,  are  like  these  same 
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elements  under  mastery — a  refreshment  and  bounty 
and  life.  It  is  certainly  a  noble,  good  work  that 
Christianity  performs,  in  bringing  under  divine  reg- 
ulation, and  into  the  divine  service,  the  external 
powers  of  man  -and  nature.  This  simple  subjuga- 
tion is  able  to  transform  the  whole  exterior  of  the 
globe,  and  exalt  the  condition  of  all  human  society. 
What  has  the  hand  of  man,  aided  by  the  hand  of 
nature,  wrought  on  the  earth,  even  when  misdi- 
rected, partially  employed,  much  obstructed,  excited 
by  irregular  passion,  forced  by  the  urgency  of  mere 
want,  exacted  by  the  will  of  superiors.  What,  in 
the  use  of  physical  power,  has  man  done  in  his  own 
native  condition  as  a  lazy,  careless,  prodigal  animal? 

Let  Christianity  into  the  heart  of  his  operations. 
Let  it  approach  the  muscular  energies  and  the 
powers  of  nature,  and  announce  that  there  is  no 
dispensation  to  sleep;  none  for  useless  or  injurious 
action  ;  none  for  squandering  earned  benefits.  Let 
it  draw  out  of  obscurity,  idleness,  mischief,  the 
entire  physical  force  residing  in  a  community ;  let 
it  marshal  the  whole  forth  upon  the  theatre  of  heav- 
ing and  breathing  industry,  to  perform  all  the  work 
wThich  men  ought  to  have  done,  speedily,  strongly, 
prudently ;  that  community  will  show  a  security 
and  emergence  and  opulence  and  usefulness,  under 
this  divine  regime,  surpassing  all  Utopian  dreams. 

Come,  Christianity,  and  take  possession  of  the 
physical  powers  of  the  world,  and  submit  them  all 
to  the  disposal  of  Heaven  !  It  is  thine  own  work  ! 
It  is  a  direct  step  toward  the  millennium — it  is  a 
grand  part  of  the  millennium  itself.  It  is  well  that 
an  inanimate  and  muscular  power,  commensurate  to 
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all  the  good  work  and  travel  and  transportation  of 
the  most  active  and  prosperous  conditions  of  human 
society,  should  be  no  longer  intrusted  to  any  im- 
pulse or  direction  but  that  of  heavenly  principles 
and  heavenly  teachings. 

A  fine  physical  theatre  this  world  becomes,  under 
the  full  influence  of  Christianity.  While  the  more 
mighty  and  dangerous  forces  developed  in  electrical 
and  meteorological  phenomena,  evolved  under  the 
roots  of  the  mountains,  and  capable  of  rocking 
earth  and  main, — while  these  are  reserved  in  God's 
own  hand  exclusively ;  while  the  rest,  residing  in 
fire,  and  air,  and  water,  and  muscle,  and  chemical 
elements,  given  for  our  use,  are  all  committed  to 
Heaven,  and  employed  religiously  to  aid  God's  wide 
and  kind  designs  towards  men,  there  is  nothing  left 
to  desire  nor  to  prayer,  as  to  this  physical  scene. 
It  is  all  harmony,  assurance  and  usefulness.  The 
Divinity  walks  again  amid  his  own  creation,  and 
seeth  that  all  is  good. 

Let  the  church  turn  with  thanksgiving  to  mag- 
nify the  Christian  system  for  its  tendency  and  com- 
petency thus  to  bring  the  great  powers  of  this  out- 
ward world,  and  all  muscular  energies,  to  work 
kindly  under  God's  direction,  and  thereby  to  assist 
toward  all  this  thrifty  physical  prosperity— this  wide 
abundance  and  comfort,  which  are  as  the  waves  of 
the  sea. 

II.  Christianity  has  also  a  tendency  and  com- 
petency to  bring  the  power  of  human  intellect  into 
a  docile  submission  to  God.  In  accomplishing  this 
design,  its  first  action  is  religio-educational.    Deeply 
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appreciative  of  all  that  belongs  to  the  noble  repre- 
sentative of  divinity— mind — Christianity  seeks  to 
be  admitted  as  the  guiding  companion  of  all  its 
training  and  study.  In  its  earnest  sympathy  with 
our  literary  interests  and  happiness,  it  undertakes  to 
introduce  itself  actually  into  the  whole  development 
and  history  of  the  intellectual  powers. 

In  accomplishing  this  design,  religion,  as  is  right 
and  needful,  makes  it  a  favorite  endeavor  to  effect 
an  education  which  shall  possess,  decidedly,  the 
evangelical  element.  It  would,  in  all  stages  of  its 
opening  and  acquisition,  evolve  and  allure  the  mind 
towards  the  Deity  ;  familiarize  it  to  its  great  duty 
and  proper  reverence  before  him  ;  assiduously  com- 
municate to  it  an  ever-deepening  token  and  tone  of 
the  divine  excellence.  In  furtherance  of  this  inten- 
tion, it  would  have  the  Bible  used  in  all  schools  ; 
made  the  inmate  of  all  families  ;  open  its  pure 
wisdom  in  all  places  of  instruction,  from  the  fireside 
to  the  university. 

As  its  pupil-intellect  grows  into  larger  and  nobler 
magnitude  and  proportions,  religion,  acting  educa- 
tionally, grows  more  urgent  and  eloquent  and  imper- 
ative in  directing  and  imbuing  its  invigorations  and 
accretions.  Through  all  its  way  upward,  to  its 
widest  expansion  and  utmost  evolution  of  power, 
doth  the  gospel  seek  to  open  in  fuller  measures  of 
wisdom  and  grace.  Radical  and  prerequisite  to  the 
good  design  of  making  the  wThole  human  intellect  a 
consecration  to  Heaven,  is  such  early  and  assiduous 
instillation  by  religion  of  its  own  spirit  and  princi- 
ples. 

Mind,  reduced  to  a  state  of  fusion  with  Christian- 
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ity  through  Christian  education,  is,  in  all  its  powers, 
a  devout  and  willing  servant  to  God.  Let  the 
New  Testament,  with  its  treasury  of  truth  and 
omnipotence,  be  permitted  its  proper  place  fast  by 
the  side  of  young  intellect  in  its  growing  ;  let  it 
there  ever  point  into  eternity ;  ever  open  up  to 
Jehovah  :  ever  kindle  the  fire  of  religious  devotion  ; 
and  there  will  be  found  ripened  faculties  of  under- 
standing and  acquisitions  of  knowledge  which 
possess  a  strong  evangelical  tendency,  character, 
appreciation  and  power  peculiarly  fitting  them  to 
serve  among  God's  moral  forces. 

Another  effort  of  Christianity,  in  bringing  the 
efficient  power  of  the  human  mind  to  God's  use 
and  control,  is  to  effect  its  recovery  and  preservation 
from  waste  and  error.  This  is  also  radical  and 
essential  to  the  design  of  an  intellectual  conse- 
cration. 

Incident  to  minds  of  a  specially  visionary  and 
dreamy  tendency,  is  a  large  squandering  and  loss 
through  misuse  and  misdirection.  An  intellect  of 
this  description,  shows  a  disposition  to  forego  prac- 
tical mental  duties,  and  uselessly  theorize  when 
it  ought  to  reason  ;  presume,  when  it  ought  to  rest 
on  facts  ;  imagine,  when  it  ought  to  ponder  truth  ; 
search  the  unrevealed,  when  it  ought  to  be  bowing 
to  Jehovah's  clear  declarations  in  reverence  and 
obedience. 

Christianity,  by  the  simplicity,  authority,  illustra- 
tiveness  of  its  modes  of  teaching  ;  by  the  compre- 
hensiveness, perspecuity  and  practicalness  of  its 
direct,  solid  lessons,  bears  the  mind  out  of  all 
unsubstantial,    unanchored    speculations,   all    subtle 
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sophisms,  all  bewildering  uncertainties  ;  bears  it 
clear  and  confident  into  a  sphere  of  unclouded  light, 
verifiable  realities,  undoubted  truth.  This  change 
from  darkness  to  light  is  very  essential  in  the  pro- 
cess of  presenting  the  intellectual  powers  as  an 
available  instrumentality  to  the  service  of  heaven. 

Water-logged,  sunk,  ploughing  on  the  muddy 
bottom,  is  the  mind  submerged  in  visions,  and 
pressed  under  impervious  dogmas.  What  power 
hath  it,  in  these  slimy  dwellings,  for  glorious,  divine 
occupations.  But  a  thing  of  life,  motion,  accom- 
plishment it  is,  when  religion  has  brought  it  up 
from  its  depths  to  the  theatre  of  visible  things  under 
a  clear  heaven. 

Kindred  to  this  condition  of  mysticisms  and 
visions  is  that  of  settled  errors.  Involved  in  these 
last,  the  mental  powers  are  also  much  disqualified 
for  the  contribution  of  any  good  service  to  God. 
All  opinion  has  a  practical  tendency ;  it  stands 
precedent  influentially  to  all  outward  doing.  If 
correct,  it  leads  to  good  acting ;  if  false,  to  bad 
acting. 

Doctrines  then,  founded  on  prejudice,  presump- 
tion, mistake,  instead  of  preparing  the  understand- 
ing for  right  labor  under  God,  positively  prepare 
it  for  wrong-doing  under  the  prince  of  darkness. 
All  bad  views  in  philosophy,  especially  all  bad  ones 
in  theology,  must  paralyze  exertion  in  some  depart- 
ments of  the  Lord's  service  ;  lead  to  useless  action 
in  others  ;  engage  to  wicked  works  in  still  other 
spheres.  Christianity,  in  clearing  out  the  intellect 
of  its   fallacies  and   falsehoods,  and   setting  it   upon 

just,  luminous  opinion,— steadfast,  practical  truth, — 
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has  made  it  a  servant  of  God  true,  invaluable,  without 
rebuke.  God  shines  upon  it  ;  directly  forth  again 
still  kindled,  it  sends  the  holy  illumination.  There 
is  not  a  planet  of  the  zodiac  more  faithful  to  radiate 
in  return  the  same  clear  light  that  hath  shone  upon 
it  from  the  parent  orb,  than  are  the  minds  which 
Christianity  has  cleared  of  mists  and  set  out  under 
the  emanations  of  the  divinity,  to  give  back  divine 
glories. 

Christianity  makes  an  offering  of  the  intellect  to 
God  in  another  manner  ;  by  first  presenting  to  him 
the  heart.  Here  the  mode  of  operating  is  that  of 
securing  the  work  of  an  enginery  by  securing  the 
fire  that  drives  it  ;  of  being  availed  of  the  effects  of 
powder  explosions  by  controlling  the  ignition  of 
them.  The  intellectual  powers  are  entirely  at  the 
bidding  of  the  sensibilities  ;  do  work  in  their  fields  ; 
perform  the  services  of  their  dictation.  So  we  are 
constructed. 

Are  the  affections  warm  and  fresh  upon  the 
Deity,  the  intellect  is  there  in  the  divine  presence, 
in  all  readiness  and  energy,  to  do  any  service.  In 
every  case  that  Christianity  carries  to  the  Heavenly 
Father  an  appropriate  reverence,  a  filial  reliance,  a 
holy  love,  it  carries  along  with  these  affections  a  re- 
newed devotion  of  the  intellectual  faculties,  a  fresh 
appropriation  of  intellectual  toil  and  influence.  In 
every  case  that  religion  moves  the  spirit  to  a  sympa- 
thy and  impulse  in  behalf  of  human  salvation,  the 
intellect  instantly  fraternizes  with  the  movement, 
and  arouses  and  pledges  its  powers  to  the  moral 
regeneration.  Just  as  when  an  extraordinary  heat 
has  gone    to   occupy  a   region   of  the    atmosphere, 
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there  is  a  rash  of  strong  wind  hard  after  it.  Not 
only  does  the  intellect  obey  the  dictates  of  the 
sensitive  nature,  but  mental  magnitude  and  power 
are  much  in  proportion  to  the  depth,  volume  and 
character  of  the  emotions. 

We  have  many  illustrations  of  the  mind's  obedi- 
ence  to  the  heart.  The  military  and  other  schools 
of  the  French,  in  the  time  of  Napoleon,  so  nour- 
ished the  young  spirits  of  the  empire  into  the  then 
prevalent  sentiments  of  glory,  especially  into  the 
vast  aspirations  of  Buonaparte  himself,  that  almost 
one  entire  generation  of  youthful  mind  placed  itself 
without  reserve  at  the  disposal  of  the  emperor's 
stupendous  ambition,  as  if  that  generation  of  youth- 
ful mind  had  been  but  an  accretion  and  extension 
of  his  own  grasping  power.  In  the  same  way  it 
is,  that  Christianity  so  schools  the  hearts  of  men 
into  a  rich  inner  life  of  purity  and  love  of  God's 
holy  designs,  that  their  thoughts  become  as  his 
thoughts — their  intellectual  enterprises  as  his  enter- 
prises. 

Under  the  good  state  of  the  moral  sensibilitities 
induced  by  Christianity,  there  will  be  another  valu- 
able influence  upon  the  mind  ;  I  mean  a  recovery 
from  its  native  lethargy  and  indolence,  and  a  crea- 
tion of  general  life  from  the  dead  among  the 'mental 
faculties.  Half  the  world  would  feel  rebuked  for 
idleness  of  the  body  ;  would  feel  most  sovereign 
contempt  for  those  who  in  outward  activities  cry  a 
little  more  sleep,  a  little  more  folding  of  the  hands 
to  sleep.  But  mind,  with  its  noble  attributes,  may 
lie  buried  and  paralyzed,  and  few  will  take  cog- 
nizance and   few  reproach.     Seven-eighths   of  the 
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intellect  of  the  world  now  clozes  nearly  the  whole 
of  life  away,  and  large  portions  of  the  other  one- 
eighth  look  on  with  perfect  indifference. 

Religion  in  the  heart,  Christian  feeling  and  Chris- 
tian conscience,  issue  an  uncompromising  and  stern 
rebuke  of  all  slumber  of  man's  great  understanding, 
significantly  constituted  for  movement  and  accom- 
plishment beyond  aught  else  which  God  has  cre- 
ated. God's  minds  lie  still !  Such  lofty,  brilliant 
creations  in  his  own  likeness,  lie  still,  and  do  for 
Heaven  no  service!  As  well,  the  Christian  heart 
thinks — better — that  stars  and  suns  go  out — nature 
in  all  her  works  stand  still.  Better  that  every 
thing  else  which  God  has  made,  hide  away  to  sleep. 
Up,  Christianity  crieth — up,  all  the  intellectual  pow- 
ers— up,  to  God's  great  work  in  the  world.  Slum- 
ber never,  until  creation  and  Creator  are  asleep. 

In  speaking  farther  of  the  appropriation  of  the 
power  of  the  human  understanding  to  the  Deity,  I 
refer  to  the  sphere,  amount  and  value  of  the  service 
which  it  is  capable  of  rendering  to  the  divine 
cause. 

It  is  proper  to  suggest,  that  in  God's  great  vine- 
yard, all  grades  of  intellect  alike  ;  the  common  and 
the  gifted,  the  unlettered  and  educated,  are  very 
usefully  employed. 

The  first  good  labor  of  religious  common  mind5 
is  in  behalf  of  the  moral  training  of  the  following 
generation.  In  moulding  young  character  into 
excellence,  its  favorite  theatre  is  the  fireside.  Here 
it  trains  upright  citizens  and  good  servants  of  God. 
Next,  it  is  found  active  and  accomplishing  in  primary 
schools.     The  first  teachers  of  every  population  are 
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the  intelligent-unlearned  ;  their  influence  in  this 
sphere,  religiously  directed,  has  the  extraordinary 
value  and  efficiency  attached  to  the  first  sowing  of 
seed,  to  the  first  planting  of  trees,  to  the  laying 
foundations  and  corner  stones.  If  these  incipient 
tilings  be  not  done, — done  Christianly, — nothing 
almost  is  to  be  done  afterwards.  Morals,  and  edu- 
cation, and  society,  may  nearly  as  well  be  aban- 
doned. 

Evangelical  common  mind  has  also  direct  moral 
influences  upon  the  general  community  of  which  it 
constitutes  a  large  proportion.  We  do  not  under- 
value the  services  of  illustrious  intellects.  Thev 
are  the  suns  of  the  planetary  systems ;  disorder  and 
darkness  would  reign  without  them.  The  systems 
themselves,  however,  made  up  of  reflecting  orbs, 
are  important  also,  and  constitute  much  the  larger 
portion  of  existence  and  activity.  Minds  unprivi- 
leged by  a  superior  education,  not  being  upon  the 
high  places  of  society,  attract  little  observation,  and 
obtain  little  renown  ;  but  it  is  a  valuable  work 
which  they  perform  down  amid  the  darkness  which 
underlays  human  life  ;  down  amid  the  damps  and 
pestilences  which  issue  their  desolations  over  the 
surface  of  society.  Their  renovations  and  infusions 
in  the  under  strata  of  the  population  are  indispen- 
sable. Good  unlettered  minds  are  socially  the  sub- 
stance of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of 
things  not  seen.  The  gospel  has  nearly  lost  its 
power  in  the  world  without  them. 

The  Bible-minded  of  common  life  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  moral  conservatives  of  their  times  ; 
when  theorizing  and  speculation  run  wild,  old,  stable 
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truth  often  stands  anchored  immovably  in  their 
plain,  pious  sense  and  sturdy  intelligence.  They 
are  God's  hardy  soldiery,  which  beat  back  opposing 
columns,  as  rocks  the  waves  ;  which  push  the  night 
marches,  and  sustain  the  campaign.  I  think  of 
them  as  laborers  most  reliable  in  God's  vineyard, 
undiscouraged  under  the  burden  and  heat  of  the 
day.  I  do  thank  Christianity  for  educating  and 
consecrating  so  much  common  intellect  to  the  ser- 
vice of  God  ;  for  moving  so  vast  a  power  as  this,  in 
furtherance  of  God's  great  interests. 

The  services  of  evangelical  minds,  moving  in 
learned  spheres,  are  more  marked  and  various. 

These  are,  first,  the  students  of  the  exact  sciences  ; 
the  skilled  in  number  and  quantity  ;  the  algebraists 
and  geometers  ;  the  measurers  and  weighers  of  the 
material  worlds  ;  the  explorers  of  the  earth  and  the 
heavens  ;  the  geologists,  naturalists,  philosophers, 
chemists,  astronomers  ;  the  writers  on  mental  and 
moral  sciences ;  the  literary  authors  and  histori- 
ans ; — these  Christianity  having  converted,  employs 
each  in  his  own  order,  in  great  good  services  in 
behalf  of  truth  and  righteousness.  Even  the  lighter 
contributions  of  intellect  in  the  adorned  walks  of 
literature,  religiously  imbued,  are  not  without  their 
substantial  influence  upon  the  cause  of  Christ.  Like 
the  lighter  foliage  of  our  trees,  they  elaborate  nutri- 
tion for  solid  trunks  and  strong  roots.  God  no 
doubt  values  highly  these  beautiful,  sprightly,  ever- 
ready  auxiliaries. 

History,  when  instinct  with  the  true  Christian 
spirit,  He  must  specially  love  for  its  intellectual  aid 
to  religion,  as  an   interpreter  of  Divine  Providence. 
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God  in  Christian  history,  is  God  not  in  clouds  and 
darkness,  not  in  repelling  and  reserved  majesty, 
not  in  distant,  silent  immensity,  but  God  descended 
upon  the  earth  ;  moving  among  the  nations  ;  em- 
ploying visibly  and  effectively  every  one  of  his 
mighty  attributes  ;  setting  up  and  pulling  down  ; 
turning  and  overturning  ;  pouring  abroad  prosperity  ; 
executing  judgment ;  declaring  his  righteousness  ; 
walking  in  his  omnipotence  ;  intimating  his  coun- 
sels of  wisdom ;  unveiling  the  heart  of  everlasting 
love  ;  carrying  forward  in  a  grand,  resistless  course, 
individuals,  families,  nations,  to  the  consummation 
of  his  own  exalted  purposes.  God  in  heaven,  with 
all  his  glory  around  him,  is  a  moral  power  scarcely 
more  vast  and  impressive  than  God  thus  visibly 
presented  in  Christian  history,  as  everywhere  oper- 
ating, instructing,  giving  commandments,  punishing 
transgression,  glorifying  righteousness.  Evangelical 
history  writes  the  acts  of  a  grand  tragedy,  where 
the  mighty  principles  of  religion  are  seen  in  their 
struggles  and  triumphs  while  in  contest  with  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air.  It  is  a  work  great 
and  praiseworthy,  which  is  done  for  God  in  the 
world  by  historic  minds  sound  and  cordial  in  the 
truth. 

There  is  another  class  of  writers,  found  in  the 
higher  walks  of  literature,  who,  when  brought  by 
Christianity  cordially  into  the  sphere  of  religion,  also 
accomplish  noble  things.  I  refer  to  Christian  poets. 
The  poetical  element  is  a  goodly  part  of  all  human- 
ity. True  poetry  wakes  a  throbbing  response  as 
unfailingly  in  the  heart  of  man,  as  winds  above 
arouse  the  waters  beneath,  deep  answering  to  deep. 
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Even  with  the  rude  and  uncultivated,  it  is  so,  that  the 
thought  and  grace  and  power  existing  in  poetic 
creations,  reproduce  themselves  largely  amid  the 
indwelling  vivacities  of  the  soul. 

It  is  that  poetry  which  is  inspired  and  warmed  by 
a  Christian  spirit,  that,  of  all  efforts  in  this  depart- 
ment, is  fitted  to  exert  the  deepest  and  most  enduring 
general  influence.  It  is  this  especially  which  Chris- 
tianity secures  to  her  own  service.  How  well  able 
and  fitted  the  divine  art  is  to  become  the  eloquent, 
appropriate  bearer  and  advocate  of  religious  truths, 
appears  from  the  splendid  instances  in  which  it  is 
so  employed  in  the  Scriptures. 

David,  who  wrote  better  lyrics  than  any  before  or 
after  him  ;  Job,  who  has  given  us  a  higher  order 
of  the  didactic  than  either  ancient  or  modern  ge- 
nius ;  Jeremiah,  the  author  of  an  elegiac  of  deeper 
tenderness  than  the  world  elsewhere  has  seen ; 
Solomon,  who  in  the  proverbial  and  pastoral  rivals 
all  writers  ;  Isaiah,  who  surpasses  Homer  and  Milton 
in  fire,  originality  and  grandeur  ; — these  all  show 
that  poetry  happily  conceives,  comprehends,  enrobes, 
publishes  the  richest  virtues  and  the  mightiest 
thoughts  which  God  communicates  to  man. 

Christian  poets  are  great  divines.  Watts  and 
Milton  were  more  effective  preachers  than  many  of 
their  contemporaries  in  the  pulpit.  Consecrated 
poetry  is  God's  auditor — the  spectator  of  his 
unfolded  wisdom  and  omnipotence — an  admirer  of 
his  majesty  and  munificence.  It  is  a  student  and 
interpreter  of  his  works  and  his  providence.  It 
sitteth  with  the  Deity  upon  the  circle  of  the  earth, 
as  he  openeth   the  valleys,    and   spreadeth  out   the 
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curtains  of  the  heavens— walketh  with  him  in  his 
ways  of  dealing  and  distribution  to  the  families  and 
the  nations  which  be  upon  the  earth.  It  has  a 
storehouse  of  images  and  graphic  words  to  present 
impressively  the  whole  outward  scene  of  divinity, 
w7hich  it  so  visits  and  loves.  It  bears  intense  con- 
ceptions of  spiritual  things,  of  duty,  of  mercy,  of 
immortality,  which,  under  God,  offer  noble  resist- 
ance to  many  vanities  and  sins  of  human  society. 
Evangelical  poetry  becomes  an  essential  coadjutor 
to  God,  by  communicating  to  religious  character  and 
action  its  own  earnest  and  vivacious  spirit.  It  has 
nothing  phlegmatic  or  dull ;  it  shines,  it  sparkles,  it 
warms.  It  thinks,  it.  is  true — thinks  deeply,  seri- 
ously— but  thinks  inspiringly  ;  when  made  the 
organ  and  nuncio  of  religion,  carries  its  declarations 
and  claims  and  spiritualities  to  mankind,  not  as  if 
dealing  with  cold  facts,  mathematical  verities,  accu- 
racies of  physical  science  ;  but  with  a  w7hole-hearted 
enthusiasm  that  will  wake  and  animate  the  coldest 
regions  of  moral  apathy — enter  the  most  forbidding 
human  spirit,  and  create  a  soul  under  the  ribs  of 
death.  In  setting  apart  to  God  poetic  talent,  Chris- 
tianity has  provided  a  most  animating  and  vitalizing 
agency.  We  have  dead  mind,  dead  heart,  dead  re- 
ligion enough  ;  we  need  life,  pulsation,  stir.  Often 
has  it  occurred,  when  a  speaker  has  lulled  his 
hearers  into  a  heavy  languor  and  lethargy,  that  a 
scrap  of  rich,  life-breathing  poetry,  has  started  up 
the  whole  intellect  of  the  audience  on  tip-toe  to 
catch  the  eloquence.  True  religious  poetry  may 
doubtless  much  assist  to  communicate  a  beautiful 
life  and  power  and  inspiration  to  all  religious  truths 
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and  religious  services.  As  in  old  Scripture  times, 
so  it  must  ever  be  one  of  God's  choice  assistants  in 
the  world. 

Another  portion  of  literary  mind,  appropriated  by 
Christianity  to  the  divine  service,  is  public  elo- 
quence. Each  of  the  three  kinds  of  speaking 
ordinarily  described — that  of  the  Bar,  that  of  the 
Popular  Assembly,  and  that  of  the  Pulpit — carries 
a  power,  which  has  in  every  age  been  readily 
acknowledged.  Christianity  can  permeate  and 
secure  the  whole  to  itself.  The  pulpit,  however,  it 
claims  peculiarly  as  its  own.  So  much  mind  as  it 
leads  up  thither,  is  placed  in  the  highest  seat  of 
influence  known  on  earth. 

The  intellect  which  Christianity  has  endowed 
with  spiritual  life  and  introduced  into  the  sacred 
desk  is,  it  is  true,  but  a  small  portion  of  the  extend- 
ed solid  mass  of  mind  belonging  to  a  large  commu- 
nity. But  so  much  as  is  thus  employed  is  invested 
with  very  unusual  facilities,  and  placed  in  very  ad- 
vantageous circumstances,  to  do  good  things.  The 
pulpit-speaker  addresses  men  on  those  moral  inter- 
ests on  which  their  own  consciences  had  spoken 
before  with  intense  emphasis,  with  stern  authority. 
The  weapons  which  he  wields  are  truths  and  facts, 
than  which  the  Divine  Mind  knows  none  more  vast 
and  momentous  ;  are  principles  unchangeable  as  the 
pillars  of  heaven,  on  which  God  conducts  his  own 
great  affairs  ;  are  motives  which  the  Divinity  him- 
self obeys  ;  are  interests  which  are  transcendent, 
immeasurable,  infinite.  He  brings  messages  which 
involve  all  good,  all  evil ;  all  time,  ail  eternity. 
He   brings  messages  from  Jehovah.      His  voice  is 
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the  voice  of  .God.  Does  he  inculcate  human  duty? 
"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,"  is  his  high  authority. 
Does  he  declare  the  doom  of  the  wicked  ?  It  is 
God  from  Sinai  that  thunders  the  penalty.  Does 
he  proclaim  forgiveness  ?  From  Heaven's  own 
throne  comes  the  announcement  of  mere  v. 

Incalculable,  unknown  is  the  power  of  the  pulpit. 
It  is  the  grand  recruiting  station  for  the  great  King. 
Intellect,  placed  by  Christianity  in  this  sacred  place, 
stands  midway  between  heaven  and  earth,  and,  like 
the  trumpet  of  the  archangel,  utters  an  awaking 
call,  that  draweth  after  it  resurrection  and  life. 
Such  are  the  occupations  and  efficiencies  of  that 
intellect  which  Christianity  introduces  into  the  ser- 
vice of  God. 

In  behalf  of  physical,  intellectual  and  moral 
regenerations,  the  powers  of  the  understanding, 
Christianly  moulded  and  exalted,  are  certainly  a  very 
powerful  and  wrell-adapted  agency.  They  are  con- 
structed precisely  and  perfectly  for  the  work 
assigned  to  them  by  religion.  They  have  not  the 
right  sympathies  and  forces  to  remodel  the  angels, 
to  recover  devils,  to  kindle  holy  qualities  in  beings 
without  conscience  and  moral  sensibility.  But  to 
act  on  man,  fallen  semblance  of  the  Deity,  fallen 
but  not  already  doomed,  not  hopeless  ;  to  act  on 
man,  conscience-stricken,  capable,  struggling,  fear- 
ful, longing  ;  to  act  on  such  a  dilapidated,  unde- 
stroyed,  convicted,  aspiring  being,  evangelized  men- 
tal faculties  are  altogether  fitted  and  surprisingly 
effective.  The  book  which  shall  present  adequately 
the  religious  potencies  and  achievements  of  these 
faculties  in  behalf  of  men,  is  yet  to  be  written. 


28 

Contemplate  the  intellectual  powers  developed 
towards  the  great  truth-forms,  godly  duties,  and 
glorious  life  of  religion  ;  emancipated  from  error, 
misdirection,  waste,  lethargy  ;  withdrawn  from  the 
superficial  and  visionary ;  occupied  with  depths  and 
riches  and  unshadowy  realities  ;  waked  to  giant 
vitality  and  achievement.  Then  contemplate  the 
same  powers  all  vigorously  at  work  on  God's  enter- 
prises, under  God's  own  eye  and  patronage.  Con- 
template the  minds  of  an  age  thus  suhmitted  to  the 
sovereign  will  of  Heaven,  to  do  that  will.  The 
intellectual  awaking,  growth,  holy  engagement,  pos- 
sess a  truly  sublime  interest. 

The  Sun  of  righteousness  on  his  passage  hereafter 
around  the  world  will  nowhere  look  upon  a  grander 
scene !  O  Christianity,  we  reverence  thy  power 
over  the  great  intellect  of  humanity  !  thy  prerog- 
ative to  commit  it  all  to  God ! 

III.  Christianity  also  proposes  to  submit  to  the 
care  and  direction  of  the  Deity  the  power  belonging 
to  the  sensibilities  of  our  nature.  To  this  it  is 
entirely  competent. 

In  order  to  an  eventual  consecration  of  the  whole 
moral  spirit  of  man  to  God,  the  gospel  carries  on 
incipiently  a  transforming  process  upon  what  is 
impure  and  injurious  in  the  human  heart. 

First,  are  the  appetites.  These  require  a  stronger 
check  and  a  narrower  boundary  than  anything  else 
belonging  to  our  interior  nature.  Pushed  either  in 
a  wrong  direction,  or  yielded  to  extravagance  in  a 
right  one,  the  effect  is  prostration  of  intellect,  con- 
vulsion   of    reason,    a    general    demoralization    and 
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paralysis  of  the  spirit.  Until  all  these  are  reduced, 
therefore,  to  cleanliness  and  moderation  and  def- 
erence to  virtue,  there  can  be  no  right,  unembar- 
rassed and  vigorous  religious  action. 

There  is  also  a  class  of  passions  usually  regarded 
of  higher  character,  somewhat,  than  these  sensual 
appetites,  whose  subjugation  is  likewise  prerequisite 
in  order  to  the  presentation  of  the  full  power  of  the 
heart  to  God.  Among  these  are  covetousness,  envy, 
wicked  ambition,  misanthropy. 

Covetousness  is  constituted  of  self-love  and  self- 
care  pushed  to  such  deep  intensity  and  such  extrava- 
gant excess,  as  to  pay  very  little  willing  respect  to 
any  laws  of  God  or  of  man  which  may  be  in  its 
way.  Its  constant  tendency  is  to  grow  into  an 
absorbing,  grasping,  insatiable,  remorseless  voracity, 
which  will  seize  and  hoard  all  that  suits  its  appetite, 
with  scarcely  an  inquiry,  a  care,  or  a  conscience,  as 
to  how  much  ownership  may  be  violated,  or  how 
many  and  how  prized  may  be  the  interests  sacrificed. 
A  heart  drank  up  with  such  a  ravenous  passion,  bent 
on  the  poss'essions  of  its  neighbors  ;  on  cutting  off 
their  acres,  occupying  their  buildings,  opening  their 
thrift  into  its  own  treasures  ;  such  a  heart  is  a  poor 
fountain  of  useful  influence,  a  stinted  spiritual  con- 
tributor. Covetousness,  in  a  heart  intended  for 
God's  service,  is  a  thief  in  the  specie  vault ;  an 
obstruction  in  the  arteries  from  the  reservoirs  which 
refresh  the  population. 

Equally  disqualified  to  act  in  the  cause  of  Heaven, 
is  a  heart  corroded  with  envy.  This  passion  is  a 
malicious  dissatisfaction  at  the  sight  of  superior 
excellence,   reputation    or    happiness    possessed    by 
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another ;  a  repining  at  being  outstripped  and  out- 
shone, with  a  rankling  hatred  of  the  succesful  rival. 
Chagrinned  by  seeing  other  athletic  spirits  shoot  by 
him  and  plant  their  feet  where  he  meant  to  plant 
his  own,  on  the  topmost  platform,  the  defeated  man 
turns  to  accomplish  his  purpose  in  another  method, 
and  that  a  most  dishonorable  and  unrighteous  one. 
He  seeks  to  stand  above  his  compeers  ;  not  by 
kindling  afresh  the  fires  of  his  own  mind  ;  not  by 
bending  his  powers  to  a  mightier  struggle ;  not 
by  independent  self-evolutions  and  self-advance- 
ments ;  not  by  a  steady,  resistless  march  over  all 
obstacles,  up  all  ascents,  through  all  obscurities, 
beyond  all  pioneer  trails  ; — not  by  these  honorable 
exertions,  but  by  pulling  back  and  pulling  down 
competitors  ;■  by  hanging  weights  on  their  advance- 
ment ;  by  sending  a  poisoned  arrow  to  the  heart  of 
the  honest  hope  which  inspires  them  ;  by  throwing 
a  cloud  over  their  merit,  and  a  suspicion  over  their 
fame. 

This  evil-eyed,  ill-humored  discontent,  which 
would  bring  down  what  it  cannot  surpass,  and  ex- 
tinguish what  it  cannot  eclipse,  most  decidedly 
unfits  the  heart  in  which  it  reigns  to  aid  and  abet 
the  cause  of  God.  The  great  life  and  spirit  of  that 
cause  is  the  generous  charity  that  is  not  puffed  up, 
that  thinketh  no  evil,  that  seeketh  not  her  own  ; 
that,  if  an  enemy,  hunger  feedeth  him  ;  if  he  thirst, 
gives  him  drink  ;  that  overcometh  evil  with  good. 

Misanthropy,  is  another  substantial  disqualifica- 
tion for  God's  service.  Composed,  as  this  passion 
is,  of  proud  self-subsistence  and  self-communing;  of 
sickly  sensitiveness   to   the   sharp  edges  of  society  ; 
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of  unsocial,  unsympathizing,  uncharitable,  hard- 
hearted, self-willed  contempt  of  the  world,  plainly 
there  must  be  a  total  ejectment  of  its  sour  humors 
and  icy  elements  before  the  heart  can  prompt  and 
effect  good  services  for  the  Heavenly  Father.  The 
inner  life  hid  with  Christ  in  God  ;  the  vitality  of 
all  religious  doing,  if  it  exist  at  all,  will  be  as  a 
phosphorescence  in  a  bank  of  snow.  Great-heart, 
before  he  takes  into  the  warm  enclosure  of  his 
spirit,  all  God's  interests,  all  God's  creatures,  and 
breathes  a  prayer  and  a  blessing  for  them,  must 
have  this  frigid,  sterile  misanthropy,  cleared  thor- 
oughly out. 

Unholy  ambition,  a  compound  of  the  love  of 
renown  and  the  love  of  power,  is  another  passion 
necessary  to  be  extirpated  before  the  energies  of 
the  soul  can  be  in  a  fair  condition  for  the  service  of 
Heaven. 

This  vaulting  passion  drives  the  ploughshare  of 
ruin  over  the  fairest  portions  of  the  world.  It  turns 
men  into  Ishmaelites.  It  reigns  in  the  human  heart 
from  early  childhood  to  the  extremest  age — from 
the  tiny  rival  for  maternal  caresses,  up  to  the  con- 
tender for  a  throne. 

The  speciality  of  its  unfitness  for  religious  service, 
is  not  so  much  that  over  the  whole  face  of  society 
it  produces  such  a  struggling  of  human  spirits  for 
mastery  and  power ;  but  that  the  whole  contest  is 
pushed  without  a  throb  or  a  prayer  for  any  thing 
but  personal  aggrandizement ;  that  it  has  no  mercy 
and  no  forgiveness  for  any  man,  action  or  event, 
which  obstructs  the  designs  of  its  inflexible  ambi- 
tion ;  that  its  strides  are  over  that  very  truth  and 
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equity  and  happiness  and  order,  to  abet  which  God 
asks  for  the  heart  of  humanity. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  bad  passions  which  unfit 
the  spirit  to  work  in  God's  service.  In  like  manner 
are  they  all  an  obstruction,  and  a  perversion,  and  a 
corruption,  and  a  palsy  in  the  hidden  man  of  the 
heart. 

Happily,  Christianity  lays  the  axe  at  the  root  of 
every  one  of  them.  It  proposes  to  expurgate  the 
moral  nature  of  them  thoroughly.  Its  special  busi- 
ness is  this  ;  to  enter  the  human  heart  filled  with 
these  evil  spirits ;  with  insolent  selfishness,  mon- 
strous recklessness  of  human  rights,  gaunt  rapacity, 
grinding  oppression  ;  to  enter  and  cast  them  all  out, 
and  seat  men  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  in  their  right 
mind.  In  its  process  upon  the  spirit,  religion  first 
combats  these  corruptions  by  presenting  the  limit 
which  they  must  not  pass ;  the  restraints  they  must 
not  resist ;  the  objects  they  must  not  touch  ;  then, 
by  a  direct  injunction  against  them  all,  so  uncondi- 
tional, so  imperative  none  can  mistake,  overlook  or 
forget  the  obligation. 

Next,  it  makes  an  appeal  to  conscience  against 
them  in  such  terms  of  intelligibleness  and  reiteration, 
that  only  .finished  depravity  can  disregard  it.  It 
refers  also  to  bitter  consequences  so  earnestly,  so 
confidently,  that  men  can  but  feel  and  know  assur- 
edly that  ruin  and  suffering  will  as  inevitably  attend 
the  violation  of  laws  of  purity  and  temperance  and 
justice,  as  they  will  the  laws  of  electricity  and 
attraction ;  that  they  can  no  more  sink  into  sensual 
indulgence  and  wicked  passion  without  stopping  the 
pulsations  of  moral  life,  than  plunge  into  the  depth 
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of  the  ocean  without  suppressing  the  breath.  The 
Spirit  of  God,  in  the  use  of  many  instrumentalities, 
is  another  purifying  power  upon  these  interior  lusts 
and  passions.  This  is  competent  to  modification, 
constraint,  eradication. 

A  heart,  with  its  impure,  strong  propensities  in 
these  ways,  removed  and  hushed  by  religion,  could 
it  be  well  described,  would  present  a  transformation 
of  verv  remarkable  and  valuable  character.  The 
change  would  not  be  'merely  that  gross  sensuality 
and  bad  passions  were  suppressed,  and  general 
moral  filth  washed  away.  It  would  not  be  this 
alone  ; — it  would  be,  that  on  all  the  ground  from 
whence  these  had  been  cleared  away,  every  thing 
blessed,  every  thing  delightful  to  moral  taste,  had 
been  afforded  root-hold  and  fair  opportunity  to  spring 
up  and  grow. 

The  cleansing,  therefore,  though  chiefly  negative, 
is  nevertheless,  in  the  business  of  submitting  the 
whole  heart's  power  to  God,  radical  and  deeply 
important.  It  is  removal  of  what  was  paralyzing 
one  half  the  soul ;  is  throwing  off  from  it  disease, 
weight,  suffocation  ;  is  leaving  the  spirit  free  for  con- 
valescence, clear  to  be  aroused,  electrified,  divinely 
employed  ;  the  operation  is  like  the  clearing  off  of 
winter  snows,  scorching  lava  rather,  to  open  prolific 
soil  underneath  for  seeds  and  germs  and  vegetation 
and  luxuriant  life. 

Next,  Christianity  provides  directly  for  the  ger- 
mination and  maturity  of  those  excellent  affections, 
which,  pledged  and  acting  in  the  service  of  God, 
are  his  most  efficient  auxiliaries.     Among  these,  is 

the  love  of  the  superior.     This  is  indeed  capable  of 
5 


34 

vast  mischiefs,  in  case  it  is  pushed  to  inordinate 
intensity  and  is  made  obedient  to  depraved  prompt- 
ings. But  when  rightly  controlled,  made  pure,  set 
to  operate  and  advance  and  attain  just  as  religion 
dictates,  it  becomes  an  impulsion  of  great  efficiency 
and  great  value. 

This  excelsior  principle  has  just  the  spirit  and 
movement  which  God  loves  in  his  co-workers. 
Abhorrent  to  it,  is  travel  in  a  circle  ;  action  that 
does  not  accomplish ;  acquisition  that  does  not  accu- 
mulate. Its  tendency  is  to  the  more,  the  greater, 
the  richer.  It  would  emerge ;  it  would  advance  ; 
it  would  gather  and  concentrate ;  it  would  push 
right  boldly  among  rival  adventurers  ;  heavenward 
looking,  it  would  reach  unclimbed  elevations  ;  amid 
all  things  in  motion,  it  would  rush  to  the  front  and 
stand  on  the  very  verge  of  all  good  progress.  This 
stalwart,  aspiring  activity,  I  have  said,  has  Heaven's 
special  sympathy.  He  that  carrieth  this  spirit  is  a 
chosen  vessel  unto  God.  So  long  as  under  the 
grace  and  guiding  of  religion,  man  would  rise  to  the 
superior,  the  powerful,  the  renowned,  the  accom- 
plishing ;  so  long  as  he  seeks  to  do  it  on  his  own 
basis,  without  sinning  against  others,  without  any 
neglect  of  personal,  social,  and  public  duty,  he  is 
just  the  stirring,  expanding,  attaining,  adventuring 
being  God  needs  for  his  enterprises.  Heaven 
wishes  every  man  to  burn  with  desire  to  be  the  most 
potent,  the  most  intelligent,  the  most  effective,  as 
well  as  the  most  pure  aggregation  of  humanity  of 
which  humanity  is  capable. 

Closely  connected  with  the  desire  of  personal 
advancement    and    superiority,    is    a    love    of    true 
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excellence  out  of  one's  self — of  all  true  excellence, 
wherever  recognized;  a  hearty  sympathy  with  all 
struggles,  especially  all  successful  struggles  for 
eminent  worth,  by  whomsoever  made.  Into  every 
spirit,  which  Christianity  enters,  it  carries  and 
settles  a  large  infusion  of  this  noble,  disinterested 
zeal  to  see  the  true,  the  good,  the  magnanimous, 
reigning  in  all  brother  hearts. 

The  essential  basis  of  this  generous  feeling,  is 
sympathy  with  man.  This,  regenerated  by  Chris- 
tianity, takes  the  highest  form  of  philanthropy,  viz  : 
a  desire  for  the  religious  excellence  and  well-being 
of  all  humanity.  Active  advances,  on  the  part  of 
fellow  men  in  true  virtue,  intellectual  opulence, 
godly  wTisdom,  useful  influence,  the  disciple  of 
religion  hails  and  welcomes  with  an  honest  gratifi- 
cation almost  as  deep  and  warm  and  unmixed  as  if 
the  rich  attributes  were  all  his  own.  With  a  pen  of 
iron,  Christianity  has  written  upon  every  heart  which 
it  has  made  a  servant  of  God  :  "  Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  The  injunction  is  never 
to  be  mitigated  nor  made  void.  Ever  and  evermore 
is  a  tide  of  human  sympathy  and  love  to  throb  along 
the  current  of  the  heart's  moral  life. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  most  warm  and 
living  enthusiasm,  the  most  remarkable  spirit  of 
onwardness  and  enterprise,  the  broadest  strides 
toward  noble  doing  belonging  to  men,  are  those  to 
which  Christianity  awakes  all  its  converted  friends 
in  behalf  of  the  spiritual  recovery  of  the  race.  Let 
us  glory  in  the  fact.  This  is  owing  to  the  large 
principles  of  philanthropy  on  which  Christianity 
educates  the  heart,      ;  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor 
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as  thyself.'  But  may  it  not  be  sufficient  that  we 
are  benignant  to  the  community  we  associate  with, 
never  interfere  with  their  rights,  incidentally  do  them 
kindnesses,  occasionally  in  their  exigencies  perform 
special  services,  that  we  live  mainly  however  unto 
ourselves  ?  For  who  will  live  for  us  and  look  after 
us,  if  we  ourselves  are  delinquent  here.  Some 
interstices,  a  few  extraordinary  exertions  for  other 
men,  but  the  great  current  and  burden  of  life  for 
ourselves  exclusively.  Will  not  this  do  ?  This  do  ! 
Simply  bland  in  manner  ;  merely  uninjuring  ;  inci- 
dentally charitable;  occasionally  ministering  to  those 
in  deep  adversity.  This  do  !  It  will  not  do  at 
all !  As  thyself,  saith  the  injunction.  The  love  and 
the  blessing  which  you  hold  for  yourself,  the  same 
go  and  drop  upon  the  heart  of  fellow  men.  This 
is  the  measure  and  quality  of  the  charity  which  the 
gospel  breathes  into  the  children  whom  it  joins  by 
adoption  unto  God's  family.  He  but  half  lives, 
according  to  the  New  Testament,  who  lives  only 
to  himself.  He  does  not  live  at  all,  just  exists,  like 
the  oyster  on  his  rock.  Guided  by  that  directory, 
we  are  to  be  so  associated  in  heart  with  other  men, 
as  to  joy  in  their  joys,  sorrow  in  their  sorrows,  live 
in  their  lives. 

The  injunction  of  the  Savior,  Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself,  has  still  more  meaning.  By 
his  own  interpretation,  the  term  neighbor  includes 
every  creature  of  God  that  needeth  a  blessing  and 
can  be  blessed.  Christianity  here  instructs  the 
hearts  of  her  disciples  to  take  home  to  their  warmest 
charities  and  prayers  every  fellow  man,  on  whatever 
side  of  the  globe,  under  whatever  latitude,  of  what- 
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ever  nation,  politics,  religious  faith  he  may  be  found. 
Thus  doth  Christianity  set  the  heart  of  man  to 
throbbing  along  with  the  heart  of  everlasting  love, 
in  behalf  of  all  that  wear  his  form,  and  circulate 
life  currents  filled  by  the  same  Heavenly  Father. 
Thus  does  it  create  a  spirit  in  man  which  sends  him 
abroad  with  both  hands  full  of  all  that  can  bless  and 
endow  human  existence  ;  which  sends  him  especially 
with  proffers  of  salvation,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  to 
the  worldly  and  graceless,  who  are  wont  to  enter  no 
churches,  to  read  no  Bibles,  to  listen  to  no  mercy. 
Under  the  gospel,  there  is  flesh  in  man's  obdurate 
heart ;  man  is  not  all  inhumanity  to  man.  Heart 
does  meet  heart ;  does  warm  and  grieve  at  the  call 
of  sorrow  and  need  ;  if  another  be  burdened,  feels 
itself  the  pressure  ;  if  he  be  delivered,  exults  in  the 
emancipation. 

When  in  1819  it  was  announced  that  there  was 
among  the  Greeks,  in  the  old  land  of  heroic  and 
classic  recollections,  a  smothered  spirit  of  freedom, 
and  a  waking  struggle  to  escape  from  under  their 
oppressors  and  plant  liberal  institutions  in  the  very 
valleys  where  liberty,  ages  ago,  had  breathed  so 
healthily: — when  this  was  proclaimed  and  known  in 
the  United  States,  almost  immediately  an  answering 
enthusiasm  was  found  to  be  beating  at  the  heart  of 
our  population.  The  sympathy  passed  from  the  sea- 
board to  the  interior,  kindling  as  it  went.  Arms  and 
ammunition  and  money  were  proffered  generously. 
The  American  Congress  took  up  the  theme ;  her 
noblest  orators  and  statesmen  thrilled  the  countrv 
with  appeals  in  behalf  of  the  land  of  Pericles  and 
Leonidas,  Plato  and   Demosthenes.       Other  lands 
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felt  the  stirring  excitement.  The  chivalric  and 
brave  and  titled  rushed  to  the  scene  of  conflict. 
Other  instances  of  famine  and  distress  abroad  have 
aroused  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  and  ships 
been  freighted  to  bear  their  spontaneous  munificence 
to  the  sufferers.  So  are  we  constructed.  The 
dwellers  in  distant  quarters  of  the  globe,  when  they 
need,  as  well  as  our  nearer  neighbors,  can  elicit  and 
share  our  substantial  sympathy. 

If  such  be  the  ardors  and  fruits  of  our  native, 
original  feeling  of  kindness  and  brotherhood,  re- 
markable and  illustrious  must  be  the  services  wrought 
by  the  affection  and  fraternity  of  the  gospel. 
Christian  fellow  feeling  is  a  deep  fountain  in  the 
heart ;  there  is  not  a  wreck  of  humanity  it  will  not 
pity  ;  there  is  not  an  infected  prison  it  will  not 
enter ;  there  is  not  a  pestilential  climate  nor  an 
inhospitable  shore  it  will  not  visit ;  there  is  no  peril 
of  robbers,  nor  peril  of  the  sea,  nor  peril  of  false 
brethren,  nor  hunger,  nor  thirst,  it  will  not  hazard 
in  behalf  of  human  redemption.  Certainly,  Heaven 
has  not  a  mightier  coadjutor  on  the  earth  than  man's 
feeling  for  man,  when  baptized  under  Christianity 
with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire. 

There  is  also  a  passion  for  immortality  which 
Christianity  encourages  and  then  appropriates,  as  a 
valuable  power,  to  the  cause  of  God.  The  desire 
for  continued  existence  is  a  native,  ardent,  universal 
passion.  It  is  as  inherent  and  inseparable  an  attri- 
bute of  the  human  soul  as  the  understanding  or  the 
will.  Christianity  adds  a  religious  element,  and 
makes  the  irrepressible  longing,  a  deep  and  expand- 
ed aspiration,  for  an  eternal  purity,  an  eternal  well- 
doing and  well-being. 
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When  we  mark  how  the  natural  love  of  even  an 
earthly  immortality  prompts  men  to  great  energies, 
to  signal  deeds  of  heroism  and  magnanimity,  to 
high  intellectual  achievements,  to  the  erection  of 
pillars  and  cities  for  memorials,  we  perceive  that 
this  passion,  cleansed  and  exalted  into  a  quenchless 
thirst  for  the  mental  and  moral  life  of  an  eternity  in 
heaven,  must  be  a  commanding  influence  in  the 
spirit  of  man  ;  must  grow  into  an  inspiration  able  to 
stir  his  heart  to  its  deepest  intensity,  and  awake  his 
active  faculties  to  their  largest  possible  power. 
Aspirations  borne  forward  to  range  over  the  eternal ; 
emotions  sent  to  rest  upon  the  bosom  of  the  infinite, 
come  back  to  impress  upon  the  heart  that  issued 
them,  both  the  grandeurs  and  the  perfections  of  the 
eternity  and  infinitude  with  which  they  have  com- 
muned. Over  a  Christian  soul  so  impressed,  the 
fleetingness  and  nothingness  of  this  scene  have  little 
control.  The  glorious  and  illimitable  almost  exclu- 
sively occupy,  uplift,  expand  its  emotions. 

This  love  of  immortality  is  not,  when  Christian- 
ized, a  simple  desire  of  the  spirit  for  its  own  endless 
life  in  God  ;  but  a  deep,  indwelling  interest  in  the 
endless  life  in  God  of  all  fellow-spirits.  In  this 
way  does  it  become  the  inspirer  of  an  important 
religious  activity. 

Men  intensely  conscious  of  their  own  heavenly 
immortality,  and  profoundly  in  love  with  it,  will  act 
with  an  inextinguishable  earnestness  in  behalf  of 
fellow-men  destined  also  to  live  forever  ;  in  behalf 
of  fellow-men  under  an  eternal  government ;  invest- 
ed with  eternal  duties  ;  constructed  for  eternal 
purity  ;  susceptible  of  eternal  happiness  ;   exposed 
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to  eternal  woes.  What  ardor  of  zeal  and  action, 
what  pressure  of  responsibility  attends  the  man  who 
knows  he  is  doing  now,  and  is  constantly  to  do  here- 
after, eternal  deeds  in  behalf  of  eternal  spirits.  He 
is  in  fact,  and  he  feels  himself  to  be,  an  associate 
operator  with  the  Deity,  in  a  sphere  crowded  with 
objects  immeasurable  and  interests  unending  and 
infinite.  His  whole  great  soul  is  given  to  the 
Lord's  service. 

Were  an  entire  community,  by  being  pervaded 
with  a  regenerated  passion  for  immortality,  to  join 
hands  with  the  Almighty,  and  to  act  under  the  influ- 
ence of  all  the  inspiring,  transcendent  immunities 
lying  in  the  eternal  heavens ;  O  there  would  be 
energies  and  accomplishments  in  the  work  of  invest- 
ing God's  creatures  with  God's  own  eternal  purity, 
which  Christ  himself  would  bend  from  his  throne  to 
witness  with  infinite  interest ! 

These  are  a  portion  only  of  the  susceptibilities 
and  affections  capable  of  good  work  in  the  cause  of 
God.  There  are  other  large  moral  powers  :  as  a 
reverent  and  filial  regard  to  Jehovah  ;  a  passion  for 
a  religious  immortality  ;  a  sensitive  conscientious- 
ness. Christianity  having  worked  the  heart  into 
these  affections  also,  then  occupies  them  in  the 
active  service  of  Heaven. 

[n  these  methods  it  is  that  Christianity  forms  and 
persuades  the  heart  of  man  to  consecrate  itself  to 
the  Almighty,  and  then  to  cherish  and  further  his 
benevolent  designs  on  the  earth.  The  entire  moral 
spirit  of  the  world,  it  is  the  work  of  Christianity  to 
bring  to  a  willing  acknowledgment  of  the  King  of 
the    world ;    to   a   surrender    of  all  its   treasury   of 
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power  to  his  wisdom  and  will.  The  depth  and 
extent  of  might  and  efficiency,  to  be  so  surrendered, 
was  never  jet  measured.  In  the  human  sensibil- 
ities are  found  the  emanating  vitalities  of  all  that 
rises  and  acts  on  this  earthly  theatre.  Christianity, 
in  making  its  conquest  of  these  sentient  powers  for 
the  great  Sovereign,  has  carried  the  capital — has 
seized  the  government — has  completed  the  subjuga- 
tion of  the  kingdom.  A  victory  over  the  heart  is  a 
victory  every  where.  The  fount  of  feeling  stirred, 
every  other  faculty  of  man,  physical  and  mental,  is 
awaked  and  put  into  high  condition  for  action. 
This  storehouse  of  propulsions,  the  human  heart, 
unreached,  unmoved, — all  the  man  is  a  tree  without 
juices,  ship-tackle  without  wind,  a  locomotive  with- 
out locomotivity. 

Sensibilities,  then,  are  the  grand  stimuli  which 
circulate  like  a  life  through  the  lungs  and  muscles 
and  nerves  of  all  activity.  There  are,  indeed,  valu- 
able tributaries,  collateral  subsidies,  but  these  are 
the  originating,  predominant  forces,  which  create 
movement  on  the  surface  of  the  world.  When 
there  is  an  earthquake  underneath  human  affairs,  or 
an  upheaval  above,  these  are  the  interior  fires. 
When  a  government  is  revolutionized,  and  a  nation 
made  to  rock  from  side  to  side,  these  are  the  insur- 
gent agitators.  When  the  tides  of  men  overrun 
their  boundaries  and  submerge  surrounding  peoples, 
these  are  the  agents  which  over-heat  humanity  and 
swell  the  inundation. 

The  heart  being,  under  God,  the  real  mover  of  all 
that  moves  ;  the  inspirer  of  all  that  is  awaked  ;  the 
originator    of   all   that   is    undertaken  ;    the   reason 
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appears  wherefore  we  said  a  victory  over  the  heart 
is  a  victory  every  where  ;  wherefore  we  now  say, 
when  the  heart  is  made  a  consecration  to  Heaven, 
all  is  consecrated,  the  last  item  of  influence  is  at  the 
feet  of  Christ,  and  beareth  God  company  to  the 
world's  families  and  the  world's  religious  movements. 
The  magnitude  and  value  of  the  power  which  is 
laid  at  Christ's  feet  and  assists  God's  movements, 
when  this  immense  life  and  excitement  is  made  an 
obedient,  devout,  available  servant  of  the  Most 
High,  Ave  have  said,  has  not  been  measured.  Only 
in  heaven,  can  it  be  conceived.  To  make  this  bow 
down  to  God,  that  makes  so  much  bow  down  to 
itself,  is  certainly  a  great  achievement  of  the  gospel. 
After  these  manners  does  the  Christian  religion 
assume  to  take  the  physical,  intellectual,  and  moral 
power  of  the  world,  and  present  it  to  the  Almighty. 
So  doth  the  very  power  itself,  as  it  bows  cordially 
before  Him,  breathe  the  prayer,  "  Thy  kingdom 
come,  thy  will  be  done."  In  this  character,  as  hold- 
ing the  prerogative  of  committing  to  the  service  of 
Heaven  the  immeasurable  forces  of  which  we  have 
spoken,  Christianity  is  an  agency  on  the  earth  of 
transcendent  interest.  What,  that  even  the  Divinity 
could  conceive  desirable,  will  not  attend  upon  its 
accomplishments.  Blessed  Christianity!  speed  thee 
to  thy  great  work  in  the  world.  We  hail  thy 
triumphs  ! 

IV.  The  occasion  seems  to  require  that  we  turn 
our  thoughts  to  a  single  inference,  arising  from  these 
observations,  in  respect  to  results  to  be  expected 
from  our   missions  to   the  heathen  world.     Bearing 
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with  them  wherever  thej  go  this  Christianity,  which 
is  able  to  bring  and  submit  to  the  divine  Being  all 
physical,  all  intellectual,  all  moral  power,  what  con- 
dition of  man  and  society  they  will  establish  in 
pagan  nations  seems  an  easy  conclusion. 

This  condition  may  be  best  illustrated  by  a  brief 
reference  to  some  well-known  heathen  country. 
Hindoostan  shall  be  our  example.  Wherever  in  this 
fertile  and  densely  populated  peninsula  Christian 
missions  are  planted,  there  arise  under  them,  first, 
large  physical  transformations  and  advantages. 
Improvements  and  facilities  in  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, transportation  and  domestic  comforts,  elements 
of  the  secular  civilization  ever  attendant  upon 
Christianity,  are  introduced  at  the  point  of  perfec- 
tion to  which  centuries  of  progress  had  already 
pushed  them  at  home.  They  appear,  therefore,  in 
a  state  of  high  advancement  very  speedily,  almost 
without  an  infancy  and  a  growth. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  pass  forward  half  a  century, 
and  suppose  Protestant  missions  to  be  widely  and 
permanently  established  in  India,  and  to  have 
worked  out  their  legitimate  results,  and  then  mark 
the  physical  position  which  the  country  has  reached. 
We  perceive  steam  power  extensively  employed  to 
aid  the  heavier  operations  of  life.  We  find  steam- 
vessels  plying  on  the  Ganges,  the  Indus  and  Burram- 
pooter,  freighted  with  the  imports  and  exports  of 
the  large  and  rich  valleys  traversed  by  those  rivers. 
We  find  the  smaller  streams,  the  bays,  straits  and 
sea-coast,  animated  with  a  thrifty  commerce. 

We  discover,  also,  that  Hindoostan  has  become 
extensively   a   manufacturing  country.     The   Him- 
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alaya  mountains  on  the  north,  and  the  eastern  and 
western  Ghauts  extending  almost  the  whole  length 
of  the  peninsula  from  north  to  south,  give  rise  to 
streams  and  waterfalls  sufficient  to  drive  as  much 
machinery  as  is  now  used  by  the  civilized  world. 
The  raw  material  needed  for  nearly  every  species  of 
manufacture,  is  as  abundant  as  the  power  afforded 
for  working  it  into  the  forms  of  human  utility. 
Minerals  are  inexhaustible  in  the  mountains  ;  the 
cotton  crop  of  Hindoostan  is  equal  to  that  of  any 
country  of  the  world  ;  silk  is  an  increasing  product 
of  the  northern  latitudes. 

This  grand  supply  of  power  and  material  we  see 
placed  in  the  hands  of  industry  and  of  skill  to  work 
for  the  population.  The  perfected  products,  in  every 
form  of  use  and  comfort  and  luxury,  are  sufficient 
for  the  country,  besides  affording  a  surplus  for 
exportation.  Coimbtore,  on  the  Cavery,  is  the 
Sheffield  of  Southern,  Lahore  the  Birmingham  of 
Northern  India.  Locomotives  and  cars,  and  every 
description  of  machinery,  are  floated  from  the  latter 
place  down  the  Indus,  and  thence  by  canal  to  the 
whole  valley  of  the  Ganges.  Cotton  fabrics,  though 
produced  in  every  part  of  the  country,  are  most 
extensively  wrought  in  the  district  of  Mysore  lying 
in  the  inverted  delta  between  the  Ghauts. 

A  more  distinguishing  feature  still  of  Hindoostan 
arrests  us ;  its  railroads.  The  favorable  face  of 
the  country  to  these  thoroughfares  has  encouraged 
the  extension  of  them  over  every  important  por- 
tion of  it.  Through  the  heart  of  every  hundred 
thousand  of  its  population,  there  lies  one  of  these 
communications.     Electric   wires  also   intersect  the 
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land  scarcely  less  generally.  Domestic  arrange- 
ments and  comfort  partake  of  the  common  improve- 
ment. 

Agriculture  presents  us  with  more  visible  improve- 
ments, if  possible,  than  any  other  branch  of  industry. 
The  exchange  of  worthless  implements  for  the  best 
tools  and  machines  of  modern  husbandry  ;  the  adop- 
tion of  scientific  and  superior  modes  of  culture  ;  the 
waking  the  whole  population  to  habits  of  industry 
and  economy  and  thrift,  augment  the  agricultural 
products  of  Hindoostan  more  than  a  hundredfold. 
Beautiful  is  the  scene  of  skillful  tillage,  abound- 
ing harvests,  contented  cottages,  thrifty  villages, 
opulent  cities,  spread  out  under  Christian  missions 
in  India.  Literally  the  hills  are  covered  with  flocks, 
and  the  valleys  with  corn  ;  the  increase  of  the  earth 
is  fat  and  plenteous  ;  the  whole  land  seems  enriched 
as  with  the  river  of  God,  which  is  full  of  water ;  the 
ridges  thereof  are  watered  abundantly  ;  the  furrows 
are  made  soft  with  showers  ;  blessed  is  the  spring- 
ing thereof;  the  year  is  crowned  with  goodness; 
its  paths  drop  fatness  upon  the  green  pastures,  and 
cause  the  little  hills  to  rejoice  on  every  side  ;  the 
valleys  and  the  mountains  shout  for  joy — they  also 
sing. 

This  vision  is  not  all  a  vision.  It  is  not  a  vision 
at  all.  It  is  a  sober,  just  anticipation  of  what  will 
be  a  matter  of  realitv  in  Hindoostan,  when  Chris- 
tian  missions  shall  hereafter  bring  the  physical 
power  of  the  country  under  divine  prompting  and 
supervision.  They  that  send  missionaries,  and  the 
missionaries  themselves  that  are  sent,  have  only  to 
open  their  eyes  upon  the  transformations   occurring 
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under  missionary  influence,  and  they  will  witness 
actually  present,  these  very  fruits  and  harvests,  this 
very  employment  of  natural  forces,  these  very  pro- 
ducts of  the  spindle,  and  shuttle,  and  forge,  and 
rolling  mill,  and  wheel,  and  boiler,  and  gas- 
chamber  ;  these  very  facilities  and  accelerations  of 
exchange  and  travel. 

Similar  to  these,  are  the  physical  results  in  all 
other  pagan  lands.  If  we  would  call  up  a  picture 
of  the  grand  changes  to  be  wrought  by  Protestant 
missions  in  China,  and  Japan,  and  Tartary,  and 
Africa,  and  the  Islands  of  the  sea,  we  have  only  to 
turn  to  Hindoostan,  as  these  missions  entered  it — 
lazy,  ill-supplied,  comfortless,  unenterprising,  sta- 
tionary, mendicant,  powerless ;  and  then  look  at 
Hindoostan  as  these  missions  have  made  it,  with  its 
railroads,  and  steam-ship  navigation,  and  telegraphic 
wires,  and  manufactories,  and  interchanges,  and 
universal  activity,  and  luxuriant  fields,  and  phys- 
ical plenty,  and  rational  enjoyments,  and  strong 
advancements.     That  is  the  picture. 

Essentially  the  same  will  be  the  transformations 
and  benefits,  physically,  wherever  among  men  mis- 
sions shall  send  down  their  roots.  There  is,  we 
again  insist,  no  extravagance  in  this  picture  of  the 
physical  condition  and  arrangements  which  will 
occur  every  where  under  the  divine  influence  of 
missions.  In  truth,  this  is  but  a  faint  view.  Were 
the  whole  present  civilization  of  the  world  to  be 
drawn  under  the  eye  in  one  general  scene :  and 
were  the  same  supposed  to  be  reproduced  over  all 
heathen  nations ;  even  this  would  be  but  a  partial 
representation  of  the  great  final  results  which  mis- 
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sions  propose  to  themselves,  and  are  perfectly  able 
to  reach.  For  the  world  is  ever  making  advance- 
ments, and  Christianity  and  Christian  missions  will 
always  be  found  on  the  outmost  edge  of  progress 
and  improvement.  It  would  be  well  for  all  the 
friends  of  Protestant  missions,  before  finishing  their 
estimate  of  them,  to  contemplate  the  amazing  phys- 
ical changes  and  improvements  which  they  are  to 
effect  in  pagan  countries.  It  would  be  well  to  do 
this,  before  the  amount  of  their  donation  is  deter- 
mined on  for  the  present  year.  What  a  garden 
missions  are  yet  to  make  of  the  waste  places  of  this 
earth!  How  safe,  in  the  hand  of  God,  will  they 
make  all  its  vast  material  power — how  accomplish- 
ing !  A  glorious  world  this  will  be,  as  a  physical 
scene,  when  missions  shall  have  done  their  whole 
work.  I  plead  for  these  missions,  as  bearing  a  grand 
outward  regeneration.  This  powerful,  abounding, 
physical  world  !  It  has  material  capabilities  enough 
for  fifty  such  populations  as  it  now  supports.  It 
must  be  planted  all  over  with  missions  right 
speedily,  and  support  and  bless  such  accumulated 
millions. 

The  action  of  missions  on  the  intellectual  condi- 
tion of  the  heathen  world  is  of  still  greater  interest, 
and  of  still  higher  consequences.  Referring  again 
to  Hindoostan,  we  call  on  the  imagination  a  moment 
to  present  the  mental  triumphs  and  consecrations 
effected  there  by  Christian  missions.  As  over  the 
whole  mind  of  this  broad  land  there  sit,  settled 
and  sanctioned  by  unreckoned  ages,  a  profound 
ignorance  and  nearly  every  conceivable  form  of 
religious  sophism  and  absurdity,  it  is  important  with 
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missions  to  reach  the  intellect  of  the  people  with 
illumination  and  disenthralment. 

In  pursuing  this  purpose,  missionary  wisdom  does 
not  stop  to  decide  whether  christianization  or  civil- 
ization, the  illumination  of  the  understanding  or  the 
subjugation  of  the  heart,  should  precede,  in  order 
best  to  accomplish  its  object.  Whichever  goes 
ahead,  it  well  knows,  draws  on  the  other,  and  is 
itself  pushed  in  turn,  like  engines  at  both  ends  of  a 
train.  While  Christian  missions  in  India,  therefore, 
lose  no  opportunity  of  direct  and  immediate  relig- 
ious inculcation  upon  the  most  utterly  benighted, 
they  also  with  assiduous  care  give  themselves  to  the 
establishment  of  schools  of  every  grade,  wherever 
means  will  allow  and  pupils  can  be  gathered. 

The  educational  result,  we  may  suppose,  in  our 
vision  of  the  eventual  effect  of  missions,  is  most 
happy.  There  is  removed  a  vast  amount  of  silent 
prejudice,  huge  falsehood,  brooding  ignorance.  A 
still  larger  sum  of  sound  intelligence  is  diffused  over 
the  country,  to  enrich  its  families.  The  older  peo- 
ple, it  is  true,  obtain  but  glimpses  of  knowledge. 
Luminous  as  is  the  region  of  education  around 
them,  their  minds,  so  long  and  deeply  dark,  admit 
only  a  few  dim  and  isolated  rays.  But  the  young 
generation  approaching  to  constitute  the  commu- 
nity, is  largely  instructed  and  fed  and  invigorated 
with  treasures  of  truth. 

Broken  up  is  the  system  of  caste,  which  for  ages 
has  placed  inter-strata  between  different  classes  of 
Hindoo  society,  and  fastened  them  as  unchangeably 
as  layers  of  rock  do  fossil  remains.  The  coolie 
and  sepoy  are   regarded  by  missionaries  accessible 
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and  interesting  subjects  of  instruction  and  develop- 
ment, equally  with  the  Brahmin,  the  Nabob,  and 
the  Subadar.  While  formerly,  high  ranks  only  had 
been  educated,  only  these  been  permitted  to  read 
the  Vedas  and  great  poems,  India,  under  missions, 
becomes  comparatively  a  country  of  popular  edu- 
cation and  general  intelligence.  There  are  few 
events  of  more  interest  to  a  true  philanthropist,  than 
the  resuscitation  and  emergence  of  so  vast  a  mass 
of  imprisoned  and  shrouded  intellect.  It  is  almost 
like  the  coming  up  of  a  continent  to  sunlight  and 
fertility,  out  of  waters  that  had  covered  it  for  ages. 

Christian  missions  have  not  stopped  here,  with 
an  ordinary  education.  Under  their  influence  have 
risen  colleges,  law  schools,  medical  institutions, 
theological  seminaries.  Geological  cabinets,  speci- 
mens of  natural  history,  apparatus  for  the  illustra- 
tion of  the  natural  sciences,  are  appurtenances  of 
these  universities.  Astronomical  observations  are 
revealing  new  wonders  in  the  heavens.  In  several 
of  the  most  populous  portions  of  the  country,  philo- 
sophical societies  for  the  encouragement  of  scientific 
research,  are  established  and  prosperously  sustained. 
Skillful  geological  surveys  are  carefully  pushed 
through  every  accessible  district.  Mineral  and 
agricultural  resources,  which  seem  to  be  without 
assignable  limits,  are  laid  open  to  the  enterprise  of 
the  age. 

Under  those  liberal  forms  of  government,  ever 
resulting  eventually  from  Protestant  missions,  there 
have  risen  philosophers,  senators,  statesmen,  jurists, 
physicians,  divines,  of  distinguished  genius,  learn- 
ing and   eloquence.     A  literature  has  arisen  among 
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the  Hindoos,  which,  if  not  remarkable  for  power, 
has,  besides  an  Eastern  grace  and  sprightliness,  an 
eminent  scripturalness,  that  renders  it  singularly 
attractive  and  useful. 

The  Bible  has  come  among  the  people  from  the 
hand  of  the  missionaries  with  the  charm  of  novelty  ; 
it  seems  to  them  just  now  descended  from  heaven. 
It  is  full  of  Eastern  imagery.  Eastern  are  its  cities 
and  villages,  and  valleys  of  corn,  and  cattle  upon 
the  hills,  and  vineyards,  and  threshing-floors,  and 
cedars,  and  olives,  and  tents,  and  herds,  and 
nomadic  life.  The  population  are  drawn  to  the 
Scriptures  warmly,  and  their  thoughts  and  descrip- 
tions have  largely  and  pleasantly  the  spirit  and  tone 
and  form  of  the  Sacred  Writings.  Scriptural  sim- 
plicity, directness,  proverbial  and  parabolic  illustra- 
tion, pureness,  faithfulness  of  rebuke,  richness  of 
instruction,  characterize  the  literature  which  over- 
spreads the  land,  and  visits  its  schools  and  fire- 
sides. 

Such  are  the  science  and  beautiful  literature  of 
India  after  Protestant  missions  have  been  planted 
there,  and  have  issued  upon  the  population  their 
wonted  and  legitimate  influences,  and  have  brought 
out  the  masses  of  its  intellect  to  walk  with  God  and 
receive  inspiration  from  the  fire  of  his  altars.  In 
our  admiration  of  the  intellectual  condition  of 
Hindoostan,  let  not  our  thoughts  be  at  all  diverted 
from  the  fact  now  before  us,  that  Christian  missions 
have  done  this  work ;  that  they  are  the  chosen 
godly  agency  which  overspreads  this  broad  territory 
of  intellect,  with  schools,  and  colleges,  and  libraries, 
and  observatories,  and  general  education,  and  univer- 
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sal  intelligence,  and  eminent  authorship,  and  learned 
professors,  and  successful  discoverers,  and  wise  legis- 
lators, and  eloquent  orators. 

It  is  much  to  our  purpose  to  suggest  here,  also, 
that  what  we  have  supposed  to  be  wrought  in 
behalf  of  the  intellectual  condition  of  the  Hindoos, 
Protestant  missions  are  competent  and  are  destined 
to  effect  for  the  whole  pagan  population  of  the 
world.  Standard  productions  of  mind,  under  mis- 
sionary influence  in  oriental  countries,  will  rank  well 
with  those  of  western  nations.  They  will  assume, 
it  is  true,  a  specially  adorned  and  imaginative  char- 
acter. The  ideal  will  more  prevail  in  philosophy  ; 
the  florid  in  eloquence  and  the  supernatural  in 
poetry;  but,  in  all  their  main  qualities,  they  will  be 
worthily  classed  with  those  works  which  admonish 
and  lead  on  their  age. 

What  cultivated  peoples  now  present  of  the  spirit 
of  discovery  and  invention;  of  logical  argumentation 
and  research  ;  of  profound  conceptions  of  life,  of 
man,  of  God,  of  futurity  ; — what  each  of  them  has 
produced  in  natural  and  mental  philosophy,  in  chem- 
istry, agriculture,  theology,  law,  medicine,  political 
economy,  poetry,  history,  biography,  travels  ; — all 
these,  Christian  missions  hold  the  philanthropic 
purpose  and  competency  to  produce  for  all  that  sit 
in  darkness,  of  every  kindred  and  nation  and  tongue 
and  people.  Actually  and  truly,  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  are  to  be  reproduced,  intel- 
lectually, upon  all  pagan  countries  !  To  have  done 
this,  is  glory  enough  ! 

Let  missions,  as  God's  instrumentality,  have  the 
glory  !     Let  them  have   all   the   high   consideration 
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properly  attached  to  the  creation,  amid  the  profound 
slumber  and  ignorance  of  heathenism,  of  such  an 
illustrious  intellectual  scene  !  And  it  is,  indeed,  an 
illustrious  scene.  I  would  that  the  cold-hearted 
toward  this  enterprise  might  attain  a  just  apprecia- 
tion of  the  intellectual  life  and  light  which  Protes- 
tant missions  make  to  rise  upon  pagan  death  and 
darkness.  The  illumination  poured  upon  the  depth 
of  night,  by  a  grand  nebular  cluster,  which  had 
burst  into  the  sky,  would  not  be  more  signal  and 
impressive. 

This  noble  part  of  our  missionary  work,  to  kindle 
intellectual  day  upon  all  the  chaos  and  gloom  set- 
tled upon  the  nations,  we  abet  full  heartily.  And 
we  look  to  see  all  that  love  and  value  intellect  ;  all 
the  literary  and  the  poetic  ;  all  that  glory  in  the 
wonders  of  science  ;  all  that  bow  before  the  crea- 
tions of  genius  ; — we  look  to  see  all  these  throng  up 
to  join  our  enterprise  of  evangelical  missions.  It 
contains  the  very  objects  of  their  tastes  and  rever- 
ences and  pursuits. 

Friends  of  education,  of  learned  research,  of  phi- 
losophy, of  poetry,  of  art.  Come  to  this  sphere, 
where  your  preferences  and  powers  will  be  all  free 
and  gratified  and  at  home.  Assist  in  presenting  to 
the  Deity,  kindled  and  educated,  the  vast  mind  of 
the  heathen  world — the  juvenile,  the  common,  the 
strong,  the  gifted.  It  is  an  immense  offering. 
What  has  a  single  thought  effected  ;  what  a  single 
book  ;  w7hat  the  intellectual  life  of  a  single  mind. 
Half  the  world — all  the  world  has  felt  its  impulse — 
been  pushed  into  other  lines  of  thought ;  changed 
its  designs  ;   been  nerved  and  strung  anew  ;   been 
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reillumined !  Christian  missions  take  a  position 
amid  eight  hundred  millions  of  intellects,  and  seri- 
ously propose  and  undertake  eventually  to  arouse 
and  to  educate  them  all,  as  also  to  proffer  them  to 
the  Great  King,  with  their  resuscitated  and  aug- 
mented divine  powers,  with  their  capable  present 
and  eternal  achievements.  What  man  here  feels 
the  moving,  warming,  thrilling  within  him  of  a 
generous,  large  soul.  Put  your  hand  and  head 
and  heart  to  this  august  enterprise  of  evolving, 
instructing,  exalting  toward  heaven,  the  vast  ex- 
panse of  mind  now  ignorant  and  slumbering  upon 
the  earth. 

We  pass  to  consider  the  moral  conditions  of  soci- 
ety created  in  heathen  countries  through  the  action 
of  Christian  missions. 

The  heart  of  paganism,  according  to  Paul,  an 
open  sepulchre,  carrying  the  poison  of  asps,  swift 
to  shed  blood,  without  natural  affection  ;  the  heart 
of  paganism,  according  to  all  observation,  impure, 
dark,  chaotic,  pestilental — this  heart  comes  to  pos- 
sess, in  its  conversion  to  God,  in  consequence  of  the 
totality  of  darkness  and  completeness  of  ruin  from 
which  it  emerges,  an  unusually  joyous,  trusting, 
thankful,  hopeful  character.  In  consequence  of  the 
opposition  and  persecution  and  derision  and  loss  of 
all  things,  in  the  midst  of  which  it  is  born  unto 
God,  the  same  heathen  heart  manifests  a  sincerity 
and  depth  and  endurance  and  entirety  and  prac- 
ticalness rarely  equalled  in  Christian  countries.  It 
seems  peculiarly  convinced  that  doing  good  is  bet- 
ter than  sacrifice ;  justice  and  love,  than  confidence 
and    profession ;    personal    holiness,    than    religious 
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ecstacies ;  sound  obedience,  than  self-penances. 
These  qualities  appear  in  an  unsophisticated  affec- 
tionateness  toward  divine  things  ;  an  uncomplaining 
patience  in  labor  for  Christ's  sake  ;  a  frank  cordi- 
ality to  fellow  disciples  ;  a  guileless  confidence  in 
Scripture  promises  ;  a  devout  earnestness  of  prayer  ; 
a  hearty,  generous  desire  to  see  the  waters  of  life 
flow  all  abroad  to  the  destitute  nations. 

Among;  the  changes  in  heathen  lands  ever  attend- 
ant  upon  such  pure  and  sound  spiritualities,  is  the 
disappearance  of  native  temples,  once  thick  over 
the  country,  and  the  substitution  in  their  place  of 
Christian  sanctuaries  lifting  their  spires  in  equal 
number  above  the  clustered  cottages.  Over  all  the 
territories  of  light,  beautifully  do  these  neat,  unpre- 
tending structures  adorn  the  scenery.  As  another 
change,  idolatrous  assemblages,  disgusting  with 
gross  and  superstitious  observances,  give  place  to 
the  rest  and  stillness  of  consecrated  Sabbaths  and 
reverent  services  of  intelligent  worship.  The  plow 
is  stopped  in  the  furrow ;  the  wheel  of  manufac- 
ture is  unhanded  ;  the  boat  upon  canal  and  river  is 
moored  ;  the  locomotive  is  silent  upon  its  track ; 
country  and  village  and  city  are  on  the  way  up  to 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  to  hear  the  words  of  eternal 
life. 

Wherever  missions  have  wrought  their  regenera- 
tions, Sabbath  schools  and  Sabbath  school  libraries 
are  training  the  impressible  spirits  of  childhood. 
Firesides  of  devout  prayer,  of  daily  Scripture  read- 
ing, of  excellent  example,  of  wholesome  instruction, 
are  creating  a  luxuriant  soil  of  piety,  and  rearing 
up    a   blessedness,    and    light,    and    godliness,    and 
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beneficence,  and  fellowship,  and  fear  of  the  Lord, 
and  good  works,  rarely  out-rivaled  in  the  most 
favored  Christian  countries. 

As  a  special  part  of  the  change  occurring  under 
missionary  influence,  is  the  cherishing  of  many  phi- 
lanthropic enterprises.  Just  as  here  at  home,  Tract, 
Missionary,  Bible,  Sunday  School  Societies  are 
actively  performing  their  works  of  faith  and  labors 
of  love.  Christian  presses  are  furnishing  a  health- 
ful evangelical  literature  for  the  population.  The 
chief  city  of  religious  solemnities  annually  gathers 
the  benevolent  and  the  eloquent  to  rejoice  and 
thank  God  for  past  success,  and  to  exchange  new 
pledges  and  receive  fresh  impulses  to  the  great 
work  of  the  Lord.  Auxiliary  anniversaries,  in 
smaller  cities  and  villages,  also  express  and  augment 
the  pure  charities  of  Christianity.  Ministers  and 
office-bearers  of  the  churches  hold  frequently  their 
holv  convocations. 

Nor  is  this  by  any  means  an  over-statement. 
Truly  rich,  very  rich  is  the  moral  landscape  which 
Christian  missions  spread  out  in  heathen  lands. 
And  when  these  missions  shall  have  been  planted 
extensively  over  pagan  countries,  and  shall  have 
turned  the  heart  of  the  people  generally  unto  God, 
the  present  representation  will  be  found  very  far 
within  the  reality.  Religion  will  have  reached  a 
new  and  holier  age  ;  piety  attained  a  vaster  power. 
There  will  be  out-flowing  a  larger  tide  of  charity  ; 
there  will  be  a  purer  scene  of  all  good  works  upon 
the  face  of  society.  The  Bible,  the  Sabbath,  the 
clergy,  will  be  exerting  more  powerful  and  saving 
influences.      But   again   to   the   point  of  all    these 
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observations,  not  for  a  moment  to  be  overlooked. 
This  vast  moral  regeneration  is  all  the  work  of 
Christian  missions.  Fifty-eight  centuries  without 
them  had  failed.  These,  God's  own  ordained  instru- 
mentality, do  not  fail,  cannot  fail.  We  are  to 
regard  Protestant  missions  not  only  as  charged  but 
as  wholly  competent  to  plant  good  piety  and  fair 
morals  wherever  they  are  needed  ;  to  plant  them  in 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  world's  families. 

This  is  a  stupendous  operation,  that  gives  the 
gross,  vile  heart  of  heathenism  to  God  ;  that,  with 
the  gift,  suppresses  on  the  service  of  heathenism 
the  over-reachings  of  avarice,  the  backbitings  of 
slander,  the  deceits  of  dishonesty,  the  spittings  of 
hate,  the  sensualities  of  depravity ;  that  overspreads 
the  same  surface  of  heathenism  with  the  good  ways 
of  rectitude  and  charity  and  truth,  with  the  quiet- 
ness and  assurance  of  righteousness,  with  the  rev- 
erences and  social  virtues  which  God  wishes  to  see 
established  throughout  his  universe.  It  is  more 
than  stupendous.  It  is  holy  !  It  is  divine  !  It  is 
infinite  ! 

Who  is  not  a  friend  to  the  missionary  movements 
which  thus  renew  and  reconstruct  the  immense  heart 
and  life  of  heathenism  ?  That  man  must  be  amaz- 
ingly ignorant,  or  amazingly  wicked.  We  appeal  to 
all  professed  reformers,  who  would  see  men's  cor- 
ruptions and  wrong  doings  removed  ;  we  appeal  to 
religionists,  of  every  name  and  faith,  who  are  devo- 
ted to  the  spiritual  well-being  of  their  race ;  we  ap- 
peal to  all  merchants,  who  are  deeply  concerned  in 
the  practical  honesties  of  mankind  ;  we  appeal  to 
the  whole  body  of  physicians,  who  see  in  the  vices 
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of  men,  seeds  of  disease  and  death — in  conscien- 
tiousness and  right  living,  curative  virtues  better  than 
medicine  ;  we  appeal  to  the  great  army  of  learned 
lawyers  and  venerable  judges,  who  are  pledged  to 
the  maintenance  of  even-handed  justice  and  social 
integrity  ;  wre  appeal  to  every  Christian,  who  loves 
and  venerates  moral  excellence,  who  deeply  warms 
toward  the  purity  of  his  Bible,  his  Sabbath,  his 
fellow  disciple,  his  Redeemer,  his  heaven  ; — to  them 
all  do  we  appeal,  with  great  confidence,  in  behalf  of 
the  missionary  enterprise,  devoted  as  it  is,  on  a  grand 
scale,  to  the  very  ameliorations  which  they  advocate  ; 
devoted  as  it  is,  to  the  establishment  of  the  best 
reforms,  of  the  most  dear  and  sacred  human  rights, 
of  incorruptible  honesty  and  honor,  of  pure-heart- 
edness,  of  holy  living,  of  heavenly  worship.  Re- 
formers, physicians,  civilians,  Christians,  may  we 
not  be  assured  there  will  be  on  your  part  no  hesita- 
tion, and  no  reserve,  in  respect  to  missions  ?  that 
on  whatever  else  you  may  feel  indifference,  you  will 
be  whole-hearted  and  wide  awake  toward  these 
godlike  movements  ;  that  whatever  else  you  leave 
to  take  care  of  itself,  you  will  give  these  your 
money  liberally,  as  also  your  best  advocacy  and 
your  sincerest  prayers  ? 

Such  are  the  physical,  intellectual  and  moral 
results  produced  upon  heathen  nations  by  Protestant 
missions  as  the  bearers  of  Christianity.  Protestant 
missions  should  be  the  first  order  of  the  day  in  the 
whole  church  of  God.  With  enlarged,  invigorated 
facilities,  should  they  be  furnished  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  their  great  design. 
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We  honor  and  love  Christian  missions.  We 
honor  them  for  their  great  design  and  ability  to 
effect  a  surrender  to  Jehovah  of  the  entire  power, 
treasured  in  the  hand  and  intellect  and  heart  of  all 
the  millions  that  lie  in  wickedness.  An  under- 
taking so  vast,  so  hindered  with  obstacles,  so  per- 
manent, so  fraught  with  momentous  consequences, 
has  in  no  other  instance  been  proposed  in  our 
world  ;  nor  ever  will  be,  under  God's  administration 
of  the  world's  affairs.  Man  is  a  great  being.  He 
is  of  masterly  powers.  At  his  best,  he  is  almost 
divine.  We  can  scarcely  forbear  to  bow  with 
reverence  before  him.  His  capacities  are  not  those 
of  God  indeed,  but  they  make  him  a  fit  associate  of 
the  Deity  ;  they  join  him  to  God's  nobility.  We  do 
honor  and  love  Christian  missions  as  bearing  the 
sublime  purpose  of  sanctifying  and  presenting  to 
the  Redeemer  such  gifted  intelligences— nearly  a 
world  of  them.  Who  can  take  due  measurement  of 
the  vast  achievement !  It  is  almost  infinite  ;  it  is 
quite  infinite. 

We  here  deliberately  confirm  our  adoption  of  the 
enterprise  of  Christian  missions.  We  thank  God 
heartily,  that  as  the  friends  of  Christ  wre  are  per- 
mitted to  undertake,  personally,  the  recovery  of  the 
yet  unrecovered  of  the  race.  Who  so  fitted  to 
effect,  under  God,  a  regeneration,  a  disinthrallment, 
a  consecration,  as  the  regenerated,  the  disinthralled, 
the  consecrated  themselves  ?  Who  so  well  know 
when  and  how  the  revolted  are  approachable,  vul- 
nerable, conquerable  ;  who  are  so  appreciative  as 
they  of  the  great  change  and  transfer,  when  a  human 
spirit  of  evil,  a  liege   subject  of  the  prince  of  dark- 
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n'ess,  bows  down  to  Jehovah  and  gives  him  its 
capacities,  its  service,  henceforward  living,  dying, 
risen,  glorified  ? 

As  a  work  of  difficulty  and  sacrifice,  we  thank 
God  that  he  permits  us  to  adopt  it.  Toils  and 
obstacles  are  even  attractions  of  the  service.  Exi- 
gency and  struggle  evolve,  discipline,  augment,  exalt. 
Better  for  our  virtue  and  our  reward,  are  the  journey 
and  labor  and  fatigue  and  suffering  of  the  wilder- 
ness, than  an  antediluvian  life  in  the  green  pastures, 
beside  the  still  waters,  under  the  hanging  vines  of 
Canaan. 

Intrusted,  as  God's  people,  with  this  enterprise, 
let  us  converge  our  lives  to  human  redemption. 
Jehovah  must  be  exalted  in  our  world.  Our  mis- 
sions, which  are  to  exalt  Him,  must  be  taken  close 
into  the  arms  of  the  church  till  they  feel  the  warmth 
and  faith  of  her  heart  throbbing,  glowing  as  a  life  all 
through  them.  Nothing  less  must  she  give  to  them 
than  the  whole  vitalities  of  her  spirit,  and  the  whole 
strength  of  her  arm.  We  are  detached  to  the 
service  of  bringing  man  back  and  presenting  to 
Jehovah,  his  god-like  intellect,  his  vast  heart,  his 
powerful  hand,  his  iron  will,  his  entire  being,  his 
whole  race.  We  to  the  missionary  cause  do  pledge 
our  love,  our  prayer,  our  charity,  ourselves.  Friends 
of  Jesus,  witness  !  Witness,  ye  angels  !  All  heaven 
witness !  Holy  Lord  God,  accept  and  seal  our 
solemn,  deliberate  consecration  ! 

Christian  missionaries,  the  world  with  all  its 
power,  with  all  its  amazing  interests  that  hang  upon 
that  power,  we  have  said  must  be  given  to  God. 
It  can  be.     It  shall  be.     On  your  ensign  is  written, 
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"  Render  unto  God  the  things  that  are  God's."  A 
noble  epitome  and  manifesto  of  your  transcendent 
design.  Under  the  holy  banner  stand  ye  up  man- 
fully to  your  warfare.  The  bones  and  dust  of 
many  must  be  laid  on  your  field  of  action,  but  every 
fall  will  be  the  rising  again  of  many  in  Israel.  Fear 
not,  therefore,  sink  not,  sleep  not  in  your  struggle. 

Disheartened,  distrustful,  are  any  r  Turn  to  the 
records  of  Christian  missions ;  to  nations  born  in  a 
day.  Turn  to  the  spectacle  open  around  yourselves, 
of  labors  well  performed  :  of  obstacles  removed  ; 
of  difficulties  overcome  ;  of  wide  fields  opening, 
opened;  of  new  territories  entered,  won;  of  har- 
vests ripened,  reaped  :  of  augmenting  friends  at 
home,  risen  to  the  world's  redemption. 

Sometimes,  after  all,  does  the  spirit  faint.  To 
wavering  faith  is  the  darkness  too  wide  and  too 
dense  ever  to  be  dissolved  ;  the  millions  to  be 
recovered  too  numerous  ever  to  be  reached  and 
saved.  But  hearken  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  :  "The 
kingdom  and  dominion  and  the  greatness  of  the 
kingdom  under  the  whole  heaven  shall  be  given  to 
the  people  of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High."  Yea, 
and  hath  God  said  and  will  he  not  perform  it,  saith 
the  Lord  ?  Wherefore  strengthen  ye  the  weak 
hands,  confirm  the  feeble  knees.  Be  strong.  Still 
faint  and  dejected  are  ye  under  slight  success,  vio- 
lent opposition,  exhausting  labor  ?  Lo,  I  am  with 
you,  saith  the  Master,  till  the  world  shall  end.  It  is 
enough.  It  is  everything.  Be  of  good  heart,  ye 
servants  of  the  Lord  !  Moreover,  Providence  opens 
to  you  a  cheering  vision.  L^nmistakable  gleamings 
there  are  even  now  of  that  coming  light    that  shall 
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beam  in  upon  every  family  of  the  earth.  The 
heralding  star  is  up.  Night  is  waning.  The  morn- 
ing breaketh.     Work  on  in  joy  and  hope. 

The  final  consummation  reached  ;  Jehovah  exalt- 
ed to  reign  ;  the  whole  world  subjugated  affection- 
ately, obediently  before  him,  and  all  is  done  !  All 
might  has  passed  from  the  oppressor  to  the  Protector, 
from  the  corrupter  to  the  Sanctifier,  from  the  extin- 
guisher of  hope  to  the  Giver  of  assurance  and  glory. 
Man  is  a  sanctified  intelligence  :  earth  is  a  suburb 
of  heaven  ;  divine  holiness  is  poured  abroad  over  it 
all.  It  would  be  inspiring  to  be  an  occupant  of 
the  new  earth,  and  stand  amidst  its  unfolding  re- 
generations and  glories.  Transporting  it  would  be 
to  hear  and  to  join  the  triumphant  ascription  wak- 
ing from  all  its  families,  "  Hallelujah,  for  the  Lord 
God  omnipotent  reigneth."  As  the  lofty  anthem 
swells  up  from  every  nation  and  tribe  and  tongue, 
responsive  peals  forth  the  glorious  psalm  in  heaven  : 
heartier,  warmer  goes  answering  back  the  acclama- 
tion from  the  heart  of  the  world  !  The  sublime 
recitative  kindles,  quickens ,  they  have  met  and 
mingled — the  hymn  above  and  the  hymn  below  ! 
Chorus  of  heaven  and  earth,  shout  on  !  shout  on  ! 
For  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth  forever ! 
And  let  every  creature  of  God  say,  Amen  ! 


